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The  Congregational  Church  at  Meriden,  1899. 


INTRODUCTORY. 


The  Dedication  of  the  new  building  of  the 
Congregational  Church  occurred  on  Tuesday,  May 
23,  1899,  at  1.45  p.  m.,  having  been  preceded  by  a 
historical  address  by  the  pastor  on  May  21.  The 
house  was  filled  to  overflowing  with  a  company 
made  up  of  invited  guests,  citizens  of  the  town 
and  adjoining  towns,  and  students  of  Kimball 
Union  Academy. 

The  following  program  was  then  carried  out: 

Organ  Prelude, 

Anthem—"  Praise  Ye  the  Father."  Gounod 
Invocation  and  Lord's  Prayer. 
Responsive  Reading — Leaflets. 
Gloria  Patri. 

Anthem — "  Praise  the  Lord,  O  Jerusalem."  Clare 
Scripture  Reading — Rev.  Charles  E.  Gordon,  Lyme. 
Prayer— Rev.  Edgar  T.  Farrill,  Lebanon. 
Hymn  609. 

Sermon— Rev.  Charles  H.  Richards,  D.  D.,  Philadelphia. 
Hymn  499. 

Act  of  Dedication — Leaflets. 
Dedication  Hymn,  512. 

Anthem — "  The  Lord  is  My  Shepherd."  Macfarren 
Prayer  of  Dedication—  Rev.  Charles  A.  Dickinson,  D.  D.,  Boston. 
Hymn  209. 
Benediction. 

The  principal  officers  of  the  church  at  that 
time  were:  Pastor,  Charles  F.  Robinson,  ordained 
and  installed  June  6,  1893  »  Deacons,  William  H. 
Cummings  and  John  T.  Duncan  ;  Clerk,  James  S. 
Wood  ;  Sunday  School  Superintendent,  Harold 
Chellis ;  Chorister,  Edwin  R.  Miller ;  Organist, 
Mrs.  William  H.  Cummings  ;  Building  Committee, 
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Edwin  R.  Miller,  John  T.  Duncan,  Ozro  V.  East- 
man, William  H.  Cummings  ;  Dedication  Commit- 
tee, James  S.  Wood,  Mrs.  James  S.  Wood,  Mrs. 
Edwin  R.  Miller,  Mrs.  Charles  F.  Robinson,  and 
the  Pastor  and  Building  Committee,  ex-officio. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted  by  the 
church  by  a  unanimous  vote,  on  Sunday,  June  25, 
1899  : 

Whereas,  The  sermon  preached  by  Rev.  Charles  H.  Rich- 
ards, D,  D.,  at  the  dedication  of  the  new  church  building  on  May 
23d,  was  worthy  of  a  far  greater  occasion,  and  held  the  closest  atten- 
tion of  all  present  because  of  its  value  ; 

Whereas,  It  should  be  preserved  as  a  historical  document,  and 
whereas,  Dr.  Richards  showed  his  interest  in  us  by  taking  the  per- 
sonal trouble  to  leave  his  many  duties  and  be  present  with  us  without 
financial  recompense; 

Therefore,  Resolved;  That  we  extend  our  hearty  thanks  to  him 
for  his  kindness  to  us  on  that  occasion, 

That  we  express  our  appreciation  of  the  exalted  character  of 
his  utterance  from  our  pulpit  upon  that  occasion,  and 

That  we  request  him  to  prepare,  at  our  expense,  a  copy  of 
the  sermon,  which  we  desire  to  have  printed  and  circulated  in  a  suit- 
able manner. 

A  true  copy,  James  S.  Wood,  Clerk. 


SERMON 

PREACHED  MAY  23,  1899, 
AT  THE 

DEDICATION  OF  THE  CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH,  MERIDEN,  N.  H. 

BY 

REV.  CHARLES  H.  RICHARDS,  D.  D., 

Pastor  of  Central  Congregational  Church,  Philadelphia. 


The  Church  God's  Golden  Candlestick. 

Revelation  i:  12,  ij.    "  A?id  /  saw  seven  golde?i 

candlesticks ;  and  in  the  midst  of  the  candlesticks  one  like 
unto  the  So/i  of  man. 

The  colossal  seven-branched  candlestick,  which  was 
for  centuries  a  conspicuous  ornament  of  the  Jewish  tem- 
ple, suggested  this  metaphor.  Up  from  the  massive  base 
of  beaten  gold  shot  a  richly  carved  shaft  nearly  as  high 
as  a  man's  head;  from  either  side  of  it  arched  upward 
in  graceful  curves  three  branches,  lifting  their  golden 
cups  to  the  same  height  with  the  central  standard.  These 
seven  golden  torches  were  elaborately  adorned  with  the 
flower  and  the  fruit  of  the  almond  tree,  and  when  their 
sacred  fires  were  kindled  the  glowing  candlestick  became 
a  tree  of  light,  whose  bloom-laden  branches  were  tipped 
with  flame. 

To  the  warriors  who  at  various  times  conquered  the 
Jewish  people,  this  majestic  symbol  of  religion  was  val- 
uable only  as  booty.    Rich  treasure  it  was,  for  the  mass 
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of  gold  in  this  precious  article  of  temple  furniture  was 
worth,  it  is  said,  over  twenty-five  thousand  dollars.  What 
became  of  the  original  candlestick  made  for  the  Taber- 
nacle in  the  time  of  Moses  is  unknown.  The  ten  splen- 
didly embossed  candlesticks  which  illumined  the  gorgeous 
temple  of  Solomon  were  carried  away  as  plunder  to 
Babylon  at  the  time  of  the  captivity.  Zerubbabel's  tem- 
ple had  but  one  great  light,  returning  to  the  simplicity  of 
earlier  days.  This  it  was,  perhaps,  whose  flaming  radi- 
ance at  the  festival  time  caused  our  Lord  to  exclaim:  "I 
am  the  Light  of  the  world."  This  it  was  which  the  Roman 
conqueror  carried  away  to  the  imperial  city  nearly  forty 
years  after  Christ  hung  upon  the  tree  of  darkness.  His 
Cross,  because  it  lifted  up  the  "Light  of  the  world,"  has 
wholly  eclipsed  in  radiance  the  candlestick  of  the  temple. 

This  famous  candelabrum  was  the  striking  symbol  of 
a  great  truth.  Its  expressive  sign-language  declared  to 
that  ancient  people  that  man's  great  need  is  Light.  It  de- 
clared also  that  God  is  eager  to  give  him  light,  and  that 
in  his  temple  is  to  be  found  light  which  can  illumine  the 
dark  problems  of  existence.  Our  Lord  caught  up  this 
symbolic  message,  transferred  it  to  his  own  kingdom,  and 
made  it  part  of  his  own  evangel,  when  he  declared  the 
church  to  be  the  Golden  Candlestick  in  the  new  temple 
of  the  Spirit.  The  church  is  a  luminary,  divinely  fed, 
divinely  kindled,  whose  light  is  to  drive  out  the  shadows 
of  doubt  and  fear,  and  fill  the  world  with  the  radiance  of 
a  better  life. 

What  a  glad  message  is  this!  For  it  is  as  true  to-day 
as  ever  that  man's  great  need  is  Light.  Even  in  those 
portions  of  the  world  that  we  count  most  civilized  and 
enlightened,  there  is  still  so  much  darkness  in  human  life 
that  the  dying  Goethe's  cry  "More  light!"  would  best  ex- 
press the  longing  of  the  human  heart.  There  is  the  dark- 
ness of  ignorance,  of  sorrow,  and  of  sin,  which  lies  thick 
as  an  impenetrable  pall  of  blackness  over  the  most  be- 
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nighted  portions  of  our  race,  and  whose  grim  shadows 
rest  heavily  over  even  the  most  favored  lands. 

How  little  we  know!  Newton,  masterly  scientist  as 
he  was,  complained  that  he  was  like  a  child  who  had 
gathered  a  few  pebbles  upon  the  shore,  while  the  broad 
ocean  of  truth  remained  yet  unexplored.  We  stumble  at 
the  very  threshold  of  our  own  nature,  unable  to  explain 
the  mystery  of  its  origin  or  its  destiny.  We  knit  our 
puzzled  brows  over  questions  of  duty,  and  wish  we  knew 
with  certainty  what  is  right.  We  find  ourselves  enmeshed 
in  the  cruel  net  of  evil  habits,  and  under  the  tyranny  of 
evil  desires,  and  wish  we  knew  how  to  disentangle  our- 
selves, and  escape  into  the  liberty  of  a  noble  life.  We 
stand  with  quaking  hearts  before  the  silence  of  eternity, 
and  wish  God  would  unveil  himself.  We  tremble  upon 
the  brink  of  the  grave,  and  shrink  from  the  future  as  "a 
great  Perhaps."  We  stand  in  the  thickening  gloom  of 
life's  emergencies  when  the  storms  of  trouble  draw  their 
sable  mantles  athwart  the  sky,  and  are  buffeted  with  dif- 
ficulty and  danger,  blinding  griefs  and  heart-breaking 
trials,  till  hope  seems  lost  in  the  dark  midnight  of  the 
soul.  O  for  light  to  dispel  the  darkness  of  human  life! 
It  is  the  world's  great  need. 

Well,  God  is  eager  lo  give  us  light.  "God  is  light 
and  in  him  is  no  darkness  at  all."  And  he  is  anxious  to 
communicate  to  us,  the  children  of  his  love,  the  light  of 
his  truth  and  of  his  life.  It  is  a  mistake  to  think  of  God 
as  holding  back  from  us  the  fullest  possible  revelation  of 
the  great  facts  and  laws  of  life,  and  as  compelling  us  to 
walk  in  shrouding  shadows  because  of  his  unwillingness 
to  give  us  more  light.  On  the  contrary  he  gives  us  all 
the  light  we  can  possibly  receive.  The  reason  why  we 
are  so  much  in  the  dark,  even  though  God  is  trying  to 
give  us  light,  is  threefold: 

First, — Because  of  our  limited  capacity.  You  may 
dip  a  thimble  into  the  midst  of  the  Atlantic,  but  it  can 
only  hold  a  thimbleful  after  all. 
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Second, —  Because  of  our  lack  of  development.  A 
child  has  not  the  range  of  thought  nor  the  firm  grasp 
upon  truth  which  a  man  may  have.  Light  comes  by 
growth,  and  thr  mysteries  which  perplex  us  in  our  imma- 
turity will,  many  of  them,  vanish  when  we  have  reached 
the  breadth  and  power  of  full-grown  manhood. 

Third, — Because  of  our  unwillingness  to  receive  the 
light,  oftentimes.  Prejudice  and  passion,  selfishness  and 
sin  have  a  terrible  blinding  power.  They  impel  us  to 
shut  our  eyes  to  truth.  When  men  reach  the  point  indi- 
cated by  our  Saviour,  when  he  said,  "men  love  darkness 
rather  than  light  because  their  deeds  are  evil,"  it  is  not 
strange  that  they  should  grope  and  stumble  amid  dismal 
shadows. 

But  God  is  not  willing  to  have  this  so.  He  is  eager 
to  give  men  light,  and  all  the  light  they  can  possibly  re- 
ceive, and  he  has  provided  many  illuminators  to  enable 
men  to  see  distinctly  the  truths  they  need  to  know. 

Experience  is  a  great  illuminator.  The  elementary 
facts  and  laws  of  life  are  made  known  to  us  through  our 
ordinary  powers  by  experience.  Even  the  rudest  savage 
is  not  altogether  in  the  dark  as  to  how  to  maintain  ex- 
istence, and  secure  a  certain  comfort  and  pleasure  in  life. 
Even  the  dim  outlines  of  eternal  truths  loom  vaguely  be- 
fore the  vision  in  the  glimmering  ligntof  every  day  expe- 
dience, so  that  God  and  Immortality  are  faintly  descried 
as  necessary  inferences  from  the  phenomena  we  witness 
about  us  and  within  us.  The  fetich-worshiper  of  Africa 
the  fire-worshiper  of  Persia,  the  Indian  of  the  forest,  all 
catch  a  glimpse  of  God  in  this  dim  light.  The  twilight 
before  day-dawn  is  better  than  no  light  at  all:  but  it  is 
not  enough. 

Science  is  another  illuminator.  Science  is  nothing 
but  systematized  knowledge.  It  is  a  gigantic  lens,  which 
concentrates  and  brings  to  a  focus  the  scattered  rays  of 
information,  which  individual  observers  and  investigators 
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of  many  centuries  may  have  gained.  It  collates  and 
classifies  the  results  of  experience  and  inquiry,  till  its 
gathered  riches  remind  one  of  the  treasure  rooms  of  the 
Peruvian  Incas,  heaped  full  of  gold.  It  has  in  recent 
years  enriched  life  with  an  amazing  wealth  of  knowledge, 
and  has  shed  a  flood  of  light  upon  a  multitude  of  mys- 
teries in  the  physical  universe.  Moreover,  this  light  of 
science  has  revealed  to  us  the  vast  resources  of  nature 
and  shown  us  how  to  use  them,  so  that  it  has  been  a  new 
Aladdin's  lamp  to  give  us  comfort,  luxury  and  power  at 
our  bidding.  Better  still,  it  has  awakened  man  to  realize 
the  value  of  truth;  to  make  him  eager  to  find  out  the 
truth,  and  to  give  him  a  brave  loyalty  to  truth  wherever 
found.  It  has  proved  itself  a  mighty  ally  of  religion,  in 
that  it  has  shown  men  practically  that  the  only  way  to 
true  success  and  joy  is  the  way  of  truth,  and  that  the  only 
life  worthy  of  coronation  is  the  one  which  is  inspired  by 
a  passion  for  truth  in  thought  and  in  conduct. 

Brilliant  and  glorious  are  the  contributions  which 
science,  the  handmaid  of  religion,  has  made  to  human 
welfare.  Splendid  is  the  light  it  has  poured  upon  many 
departments  of  thought  and  life.  But,  like  the  search- 
light of  one  of  our  great  battle-ships,  it  flings  a  gleaming 
path  of  light  across  but  a  narrow  section  of  the  waters, 
while  the  wide  sweep  of  the  encircling  sea  is  still  envel- 
oped in  utter  darkness.  Science  stops  short  before  the 
very  problems  we  most  need  light  upon,  and  confesses 
her  helplessness.  Is  there  a  God?  Science  stares  blank- 
ly in  response  and  whispers;  "there  may  be,  but,  if  so,  he 
is  unknowable  by  our  methods."  What  is  my  duty  to 
God  and  man?  This  kindly  helper  runs  to  and  fro,  and 
collects  the  opinions  and  experiences  of  thinkers  and  peo- 
ples of  every  land  and  century,  and  presents  them  to  us 
as  the  "data  of  Ethics,"  but  it  has  no  clear  and  authorita- 
tive voice  of  its  own  upon  the  matter.  Shall  man  have 
immortality?    She  puts  her  finger  to  her  lips  with  puzzled 
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air  and  says:  "I  hope  so,  but  I  have  never  discovered  a 
spirit  with  my  microscope,  nor  heaven  with  my  telescope, 
and  I  can  give  you  no  light  upon  the  matter." 

Ah!  fortunate  it  is  for  us,  when  experience  gives  us 
but  a  glimmering  twilight,  and  science  flings  a  bright  but 
narrow  gleam  of  light  on  only  a  portion  of  our  life,  that 
God  gives  other  illuminators  also. 

Chief  among  them  is  the  Christian  Church.  This  is 
God's  Candlestick,  set  in  the  midst  of  this  dark  world  to 
drive  out  the  shadows,  and  enable  us  to  see  clearly  the 
most  august  facts  of  existence  and  the  eternal  laws  of  life. 
It  illumines  the  very  matters  we  most  long  to  get  light 
upon.  It  gives  us  the  Light  of  Life.  All  truth  is  valuable, 
whatever  it  be  about,  or  from  whatever  source  it  comes; 
but  unspeakably  most  important  is  the  truth  about  our 
life,  its  relations  and  its  needs,  its  possibilities  and  pros- 
pects. Am  I  a  worm  of  the  dust,  or  a  child  of  the  living 
God?  Am  I  a  mortal  only,  a  short-lived  intelligence, 
flashing  into  existence  for  a  moment  like  the  twinkling 
lightning  of  the  summer  sky,  only  to  be  suddenly  en- 
gulfed in  eternal  darkness;  or  am  I  an  immortal,  to  shine 
an  unfading  star  in  the  diadem  of  the  Eternal?  Does  God 
care  for  me?  If  so,  how  explain  this  mystery  of  suffer- 
ing and  sorrow  which  I  endure?  How  can  I  make  my 
own  life  glorious,  and  the  society  in  which  I  live  ideal? 

It  is  because  the  church  has  light  for  these  most  urgent 
problems,  which  touch  the  deepest  needs  of  life,  that  we 
prize  it  as  a  glorious  illuminator.  God  honors  it;  men 
ought  to  honor  it  and  rejoice  in  it. 

Let  us  observe  some  of  the  characteristics  of  this  insti- 
tution which  God  has  established  in  the  world  to  give  to 
men  the  light  of  life. 

Firsty  the  church  is  a  candlestick  only.  It  is  not  itself 
the  light;  it  simply  lifts  up  the  light,  that  men  may  see 
it,  and  that  its  illuminating  beams  may  shine  in  every 
direction  to  dispel  the  shadows  of  life.      It  is  God's  light 
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we  want  on  these  momentous  questions,  not  man's  opin- 
ions, nor  the  wild  guesses  of  pretentious  leaders  who  know 
no  more  than  ourselves.  We  want  the  clear  revelation  of 
eternal  truths  which  bear  upon  human  life. 

Hence  the  church,  realizing  that  it  is  not  itself  the  light, 
lifts  aloft  the  Bible,  that  flaming  torch  of  truth  whose  fires, 
kindled  by  God  himself,  send  their  rays  over  the  wide 
field  of  human  need.  Here  is  the  truth  men  long  for; 
about  God,  his  stainless  holiness,  his  everlasting  love,  his 
redemptive  grace;  about  man,  and  the  splendor  of  God's 
plan  for  him;  about  the  way  of  life;  about  the  City  of  the 
Soul  on  high,  where  life  shall  find  its  full  fruition.  This 
Book  the  church  exalts,  that  its  matchless  revelation  may 
bring  wisdom,  peace,  and  joy  to  many  a  bewildered  and 
dispairing  one  and  fill  the  world  with  brightness.  In  Kaul- 
bach's  great  picture  of  the  Reformation,  high  above  the 
groups  of  leaders  who  have  made  our  modern  civilization, 
— artists,  navigators,  soldiers,  philosophers, — he  places 
Luther  in  the  centre  and  summit  of  his  great  picture,  lift- 
ing on  high  the  open  Bible.  It  is  an  apt  symbol  of  the 
church's  mission. 

For  this  reason,  also,  the  church  exalts  Christ,  for  He 
above  all  else  is  the  Light  of  life,  the  Sun  of  the  soul,  "the 
brightness  of  the  Father's  glory."  The  gospel  in  the  book 
is  good,  but  the  gospel  in  a  life  is  better.  Christ  is  the 
truth  incarnate  in  character;  the  truth  translated  into  the 
events  of  every  day  experience.  If  any  man  be  groping 
amid  doubts  and  perplexities,  let  him  go  and  stand  face 
face  with  the  peerless  Nazarene.  He  will  see  in  Him 
what  is  the  central  glory  of  God's  being;  what  is  the 
splendid  possibility  of  man;  what  is  the  method  of  the 
ideal  life;  what  is  the  spirit  of  heaven.  He  will  find  in 
him  an  embodied  revelation  from  which  there  comes  par- 
don to  the  sinner,  courage  to  the  timid,  strength  to  the 
weak,  and  victory  to  the  dying.  He  will  find  in  him  that 
grace  and  power  which  God  gives  for  the  redemption  of 
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man.  The  storms  of  life  are  diademed  with  the  rainbow 
of  hope  when  the  light  of  Christ  falls  on  them.  The 
dreary  hours  of  pain  and  toil  are  transfigured  into  bright- 
ness when  he  shines  through  them. 

Such  is  the  light  which  the  Golden  Candlestick  lifts 
high  in  the  sight  of  men.  It  gives  the  light  of  the  eternal 
truths  of  life,  as  they  are  recorded  in  the  Book  of  books, 
and  as  they  are  incarnated  in  the  life  of  the  Son  of  God. 
This  is  what  will  finally  drive  all  darkness  out  of  the 
world. 

Second, — Christians  in  the  church  are  the  clustered  can- 
dles of  this  great  luminary.  The  Golden  Candlestick 
has  many  branches  and  sockets,  and  the  candles  in  the 
sockets  are  men  and  women  in  whom  Bible  truths  and  the 
spirit  of  Christ  live  and  glow;  they  are  the  media  through 
which  the  Divine  life  is  to  manifest  itself.  It  is  not  the 
Bible  upon  the  pulpit  which  is  the  main  reliance  of  God 
in  forwarding  his  kingdom  in  the  world,  but  it  is  Bible 
truths  fixed  as  living  convictions  in  the  minds  of  his  peo- 
ple, and  illustrated  in  their  daily  conduct.  The  high  prin- 
ciple, the  noble  rectitude,  the  unflinching  fidelity  to  truth 
the  reverent  love  to  God,  the  heartfelt  sympathy  with  their 
fellowmen,  the  devotion  of  all  their  powers  to  righting  the 
wrongs  of  the  world  and  to  making  our  earth  a  kingdom 
of  heaven;  these  things  caught  by  faithful  and  earnest 
Christian  souls  from  the  Bible  and  from  Christ,  and  mani- 
fested in  pure  and  Christ-like  lives,  will  shed  a  radiant 
light  through  the  world  and  drive  out  its  darkness. 

The  light  with  which  Christians  are  to  illumine  the 
world  is  of  course  not  that  of  their  own  unaided  powers. 
A  high  intelligence,  a  large  learning,  a  brilliant  ability, 
are  of  great  service  in  the  kingdom  of  Christ,  but  these 
by  themselves  will  not  yield  the  light  of  life  which  is 
wanted.  That  can  only  come  as  Christian  men  and 
women  are  so  closely  united  to  their  Master,  that  in  them 
Christ  is  reproduced  in  character  and  action.    When  his 
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ideals,  his  law  of  life,  his  spirit  are  again  incarnate  in 
them,  their  lives  will  shine  for  the  glory  of  God  and  for 
the  blessing  of  mankind. 

It  is  because  the  Christian  church  has  such  a  glorious 
and  divine  mission,  lifting  up  the  light  of  God  to  shine 
upon  our  life,  and  illumining  time  and  eternity,  that  I  re- 
joice with  you  to-day  in  the  dedication  of  this  beautiful 
new  sanctuary.  It  is  God's  Candlestick,  set  upon  this 
historic  hill  to  be  a  beacon,  whose  grateful  .light  shall 
shine  not  only  through  this  village,  but  through  this  whole 
township,-through  this  state,-yes,  and  some  of  whose  rays 
shall  flash  through  our  wide  country  and  around  the  globe. 
I  exult  with  you  in  the  final  triumph  of  your  faith  so  long 
tried,  and  in  the-  success  of  your  efforts  and  sacrifices  so 
valiantly  put  forth.  I  rejoice  with  you  in  the  splendid 
generosity  of  friends,  which  has  enabled  you  to  secure 
such  an  architectural  gem  for  the  adornment  of  this  noble 
site.  I  give  thanks  to  God  with  you  that  he  has  blessed 
your  labors  so  signally.  Doubtless  he  has  a  great  pur- 
pose in  it  and  means  that  the  light  shall  never  go  out  on 
this  hill-top,  but  expects  you  to  make  it  shine  with  in- 
creased lustre  in  this  rebuilt  temple. 

Nor  do  I  bring  my  own  congratulations  alone,  but 
those  also  of  many  who  cannot  be  here  to-day.  Your 
former  pastor  whose  electrifying  words  thrilled  many  a 
heart  here  more  than  thirty  years  ago,  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Woodbury,  sends  greeting  to  you  through  me,  from  the 
far  Dakotas  where  he  is  visiting  the  Indian  churches 
under  his  care  as  the  secretary  of  the  American  Mission- 
ary Association;  he  would  have  me  express  to  you  his 
great  joy  in  your  success.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Cobb,  of  the 
Congregational  Church  Building  Society,  bade  me  yester- 
day to  tell  you  how  greatly  he  regretted  that  he  could  not 
share  your  feast  of  dedication,  but  he  is  none  the  less 
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glad  and  grateful  that  you  have  completed  this  house  of 
worship.  And  others  from  the  capital  of  our  nation,  to  the 
queenly  city  of  Constantinople  on  the  banks  of  the  Bos- 


phorus,  from  villages  on  prairie  and  hill-side,  and  from 
the  crowded  and  roaring  metropolis,  old  residents  and 
students  and  friends  would  be  glad  to  utter  through  my 
lips  a  greeting  of  joy  and  thanksgiving. 
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It  is  with  a  special  pleasure  that  I  join  you  in  the 
service  of  this  day  because  of  my  boyhood  associations 
with  this  village  and  this  church.  You  will  not  think  it 
strange  that  crowding  memories  come  so  thick  and  fast 
upon  me  at  this  time  that  I  cannot  forbear  reminding  you 
of  that  past  which  makes  the  present  so  significant  and 
full  of  promise. 

As  your  pastor  reminded  you  on  Sunday,  this  is  the 
fourth  house  of  worship  which  this  church  has  occupied 
during  the  nearly  one  hundred  and  twenty  years  of  its  life. 

No  one  is  now  living  who  saw  the  first  little  sanctuary 
which  stood  in  front  of  fhe  present  academy,  and  which 
was  sold  in  1797  for  twenty-one  dollars.  Were  there  such 
an  one  he  would  be  in  the  second  century  of  his  life. 

But  a  good  many  can  recall  the  second  building, 
erected  on  the  very  rock  on  which  this  stands.  I  well  re- 
call the  wide-eyed  wonder  with  which,  as  a  little  boy,  I 
gazed  at  the  ungainly  structure,  with  a  porch  at  one  end 
and  a  steeple  at  the  other,  looking  somewhat  like  an  eagle 
spreading  its  wings  to  spring  from  its  eyrie.  And  the 
marvels  of  the  interior  were  an  unceasing  delight  to  me. 
There  was  the  high  pulpit,  with  its  huge  sounding  board, 
where  the  minister  perched  like  a  swallow  in  the  eaves. 
There  were  the  large  box-pews,  roomy  enough  for  a  fam- 
ily residence;  they  were  divided  from  each  other  by  open- 
work partitions  made  of  delicate  spindles  through  which, 
while  the  preacher  was  soaring  in  theological  discourses 
far  above  my  youthful  head,  I  used  to  peep  out  at  the 
Spauldings,  and  Duncans,  and  Bryants,  and  Wingates, 
and  other  companions  of  my  boyhood.  The  seats  around 
three  sides  of  the  pew  were  on  hinges,  and  were  turned  up 
during  the  long  prayer  that  people  might  rest  against  the 
back  of  the  pew  as  they  stood;  at  the  end  of  the  prayer 
they  went  down  with  a  clatter  like  applause,  very  pleasing 
to  the  ear  of  childhood.  A  homely  and  old-fashioned 
church  it  was,  but  precious  to  remember,  for  the  gospel 
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light  shone  forth  from  it  for  a  full  half  century,  and  hero- 
ic men  and  saintly  women  worshiped  God  in  it. 

I  can  just  barely  remember  the  gracious  and  benign- 
ant face,  and  the  stately  and  venerable  figure  of  Madam 
Kimball,  who,  with  her  husband,  was  foremost  in  the  work 
of  building  that  sanctuary,  and  whose  earthly  life  was  end- 
ed at  the  ripe  age  of  eighty-nine,  in  the  very  year  when 
that  church  was  torn  down  to  make  way  for  another. 
Daniel  and  Hannah  Kimball  will  be  forever  illustrious  as 
founders  and  benefactors  both  of  the  church  and  of  the 
Academy  which  bears  their  name,  and  their  spirit  of  gen- 
erosity, transmitted  to  their  representatives  in  our  day,  is 
largely  responsible  for  this  building  in  which  we  worship. 


The  Church,  1847-74. 

(From  an  old  drawing.) 


In  1847  the  third  church  was  erected,  the  frame  of  the 
old  building  being  utilized  for  the  new.  For  almost  an- 
other half  century  its  white  spire  pointed  heavenward 
from  this  hill,  and  its  bell  pealed  forth  the  weekly  sum- 
mons to  come  and  worship  God.  This  is  the  church  we 
best  remember  and  to  which  our  affections  most  fondly 
cling.  No  splendid  cathedral  nor  historic  minster  of  the 
old  world  can  ever  have  the  place  in  our  hearts,  which  is 
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filled  by  that  plain  white  church  where  we  worshiped 
with  our  sainted  dear  ones.  I  can  never  forget  pew  No. 
16,  whose  door  I  unbuttoned  so  often  to  let  my  mother 
and  sisters  in,  and  where  I  sat  proudly  by  the  side  of  my 
honored  father  who  was  for  over  thirty  years  the  clerk 
and  a  deacon  of  the  church. 

As  I  sat  in  that  pew  I  saw  the  Duncans,  Bakers  and 
Blanchards  in  front  of  me;  the  Spauldings,  Colbys, 
Everests  and  Wells  behind  me;  the  Bryants,  Barrows', 
Woods  and  Rowes  to  the  left;  the  Morrills,  Chellises  and 
Jenneys  to  the  right;  the  Woods,  Cutlers,  Wheelers,  Far- 
nams  and  Colbys  farther  forward,  and  many  others  at 
longer  range,  while  a  swarming  troop  of  students  filled 
half  the  church.  During  all  my  Meriden  life  Mr.  Blan- 
chard  was  the  pastor  here  and  I  recall  vividly  his  search- 
ing philippics  against  sin,  and  his  urgent  appeals  to  come 
into  Christ's  way. 

It  was  in  this  church  that  I  stood  one  January  morn- 
ing with  my  sister  (now  Mrs.  Herrick  of  Constantinople ) 
on  one  side  of  me,  and  on  the  other  Linus  Blakesley  (af- 
terwards my  college  room-mate,  and  for  thirty  years  pas- 
tor in  the  capital  of  Kansas),  and  Cyrus  Baker,  to  enter 
into  the  fellowship  of  the  church.  The  minister  from  the 
pulpit  read  the  ancient  creed  to  us  and  we  nodded  assent, 
though  little  did  we  understand  the  theological  and  meta- 
physical theories  there  summarily  set  forth;  but  we  knew 
that  we  meant  to  follow  Christ,  and  were  ready  to  pledge 
our  loyal  service  to  Him  as  Master  and  Saviour.  In  the 
same  church,  on  a  dreary  March  day,  we  followed  the 
coffined  clay  of  my  mother  up  the  broad  aisle,  and  sat  in 
mournful  silence  while  the  pastor  preached  on  a  text  most 
appropriate  for  her  Christian  womanhood:  "For  me  to  live 
is  Christ,  and  to  die  is  gain."  Many  of  you  to  whom  I 
speak  have  just  such  sacred  and  holy  memories  associated 
with  that  edifice.  What  wonder  that  the  memory  of  it  is 
dear  to  us! 
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It  is  well  that  we  should  revive  these  scenes  of  the 
past  at  this  time.  The  pictured  windows  which  adorn 
this  edifice  and  speak  the  gospel  message  in  symbolic 
language  remind  us  of  those  years  gone  by.  They  will 
keep  fresh  the  memory  of  Dana  Clayes,  the  faithful  and 
beloved  pastor  here  for  sixteen  years;  of  John  Bryant,  the 
large-minded,  large-hearted  merchant  whose  gracious 
courtesy  and  kindly  sympathies  many  will  remember;  of 
Mary  Bryant,  whose  beautiful  character  and  scintillating 
genius  and  noble  life  were  a  most  attractive  feature  in  the 
village;  of  Cyrus  S.  Richards,  the  honored  educator  and 
devoted  Christian,  who,  as  principal  here  for  thirty-six 
years,  trained  an  army  of  teachers  and  preachers,  minis- 
ters and  lawyers,  doctors  and  statesmen  who  have  render- 
ed grand  service  in  the  world;  of  Agnes  Ruth  Mitchell, 
the  lovely  and  noble-hearted  girl  whose  unselfish  life  was 
consecrated  to  sweetest  ministries,  End  who  fell  a  martyr 
to  her  devotion  to  others  on  the  very  threshold  of  her 
life's  most  sacred  joy. 

But  not  these  alone  do  we  remember.  The  house 
seems  filled  with  the  shadowy  presence  of  many  others 
who  worshiped  in  the  former  sanctuaries  here,  but  who 
now  walk  the  golden  streets  and  join  in  the  heavenly 
Alleluias. 


But  we  must  not  look  too  long  at  the  past;  it  is  the 
present  and  the  future  for  which  we  live.  This  beautiful 
new  church  is  here,  not  as  a  monument,  but  as  an  instru- 
ment of  service.  We  trust  that  the  latter  house  shall 
eclipse  the  former  in  glory,  not  merely  in  its  outward 
beauty,  bit  in  its  splendid  usefulness.  Again  let  the  peal- 
ing summons  sound  over  hill  and  dale  to  bring  here  to 
worship  God  the  people  from  their  homes  for  miles 
around.  Again  may  the  trooping  hundreds  of  students  in 
the  academy  throng  the  gates  of  Zion  here.    The  Golden 
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Candlestick  is  set  once  more  in  its  place.  Let  the  lights 
be  lit,  and  let  the  truths  of  God  and  the  beauty  of  Christ 
shine  forth  to  illumine  this  whole  region,  and  drive  out 
the  dark  shadows  of  life. 

How  glorious  is  the  privilege  of  Christians  in  lifting 
up  the  light  of  life  before  men.  Getting  their  light  from 
that  matchless  Master  whose  whole  being  was  radiant 
with  the  truth,  and  who  illustrated  in  His  conduct  the 
spirit  and  methods  of  Heaven,  they  may  shine  by  word 
and  deed  until  men  shall  feel  the  power  and  beauty  of 
Christ  glowing  in  his  disciples  and  shall  be  won  to  a  new 
hope  and  purpose.  This  privilege  is  within  the  reach  of 
all.  Whoever  will  may  be  a  shining  light  upon  this  many 
branched  candle-stick.  And  how  glorious  the  result  we 
may  expect,  when  God's  plan  for  illumining  all  human 
life  shall  be  fully  complete!  The  gloom  will  not  deepen 
inio  night,  it  will  ripen  into  dawn  and  be  transformed  into 
noonday.  It  is  just  this  multiplied  kindling  of  individual 
lives  at  the  great  source  of  spiritual  light  that  is  to  do  this 
work.  Ignorance,  and  suffering,  and  despair  shall  not 
wrap  the  earth  about  with  a  pall  of  blackness  forever;  but 
wisdom,  hope  and  joy,  glowing  in  the  lives  of  Christians 
shall  fill  life  with  brightness  and  music. 

In  the  golden  twilight  of  a  fete  day  in  Rome,  I  went 
into  one  of  the  great  churches  where  a  special  celebration 
was  being  held.  Though  here  and  there  a  light  was  burn- 
ing, and  through  the  storied  windows  the  mellow  rays 
of  the  setting  sun  flashed  radiantly  for  a  little,  the  air  of 
the  great  building  was  thick  with  gloomy  shadows.  But 
as  the  service  went  on,  the  busy  attendants  lit  candle  after 
candle  through  the  church,  until  when  the  time  arrived 
for  the  climax  of  the  celebration,  we  suddenly  discovered 
that  the  shadows  had  vanished,  and  the  myriads  of  twink- 
ling lights  had  turned  nave  and  transept  into  aisles  of 
flame  and  streets  of  glory,  and  the  gloom  that  hid  the 
saints  and  angels  in  the  darkness,   had  given  way  to  a 
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blaze  of  light  which  transfigured  their  images  with  sur- 
prising lustre.  So  will  it  be  in  this  dark  world.  The 
lighting  of  one  life  after  another  with  this  glory  of  Christ, 
and  the  lifting  it  up  to  be  set  as  a  candle  in  the  Golden 
Candlestick,  as  Christ  has  bidden,  will  banish  the  shad- 
ows and  bring  out  the  figures  of  saints  and  angels  in  hu- 
man experience.  The  illumination  of  the  world  is  not  to 
be  accomplished  by  some  sudden  blaze  of  glory  from  the 
sky.  It  will  be  done  by  getting  one  life  after  another 
transfigured  with  the  truth  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  lifted  up 
to  shine  in  living  illustration  of  His  gospel. 

Let  God's  Golden  Candlestick  lift  up  the  light  of 
life  then,  and  let  us  do  our  part  eagerly  and  gladly  to 
make  the  church  a  steady  shining  beacon  to  guide  storm- 
tossed  mariners  to  a  haven  of  rest;  a  pillar  of  light  to 
guide  pilgrims  in  the  safe  path  to  the  Promised  Land;  a 
glorious  illuminator  to  drive  out  the  darkness  by  the  light 
of  Christ. 


HISTORICAL  SERMON 

PREACHED  MAY  21,  1899, 
IN  THE 

ACADEMY  CHAPEL,     MERIDEN,  N.  H. 
BY 

REV.  CHARLES  F.  ROBINSON, 

PASTOR  OF  THE  CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH. 


Text:  Ps.  ioy :  7.  "  He  led  them  also  by  a  straight 
zv ay,  That  they  might  go  to  a  city  of  liabitation^ 

INTRODUCTION. 

The  history  of  this  church  is  that  of  four  differ- 
ent bodies,  viz:  First,  The  church  itself,  established  Mav 
2,  1780,  as  the  result  of  a  revival  following  preaching  by 
Dr.  Samuel  Wood  of  Boscawen*:  Second,  "The  society 
for  the  support  of  the  Gospel,"  whose  covenant  was  signed 
Oct.  8,  1779,  and  whose  votes  were  subsequently  adopt- 
ed as  binding  upon  itself  by;  Third,  The  Parish  of  Meri- 
den,  incorporated  in  1780,  holding  its  first  meeting  on  Dec. 
12th  of  that  year;  Fourth,  The  Meriden  Congregational 
Society,  formed  Feb.  17th,  1820,  in  accordance  with  the 
law  of  the  New  Hampshire  Legislature  which  had  been 
passed  July  1,  1819. 

The  general  condition  of  affairs  in  the  town  in  1780 
is  well  described  by  Rev.  L.  A.  Austin  in  his  Historical 
Address  deli  vered  May  2,  1880,  at  the  Centennial  of  the 
Church.    I  quote  from  pages  7  and  8  of  that  document: — 

"At  the  first  town  meeting  held  in  Plainfield,  N.  H., 
March  1 1,  1766,  the  first  vote  after  the  election  of  officers 

*Dr.  Wood  is  said  to  have  suggested  the  name  of  Meriden  for  the  Parish. 
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was  to  appoint  Amos  Stafford,  Lieut.  Thomas  Gallup  and 
Francis  Smith  as  a  committee  to  lay  out  a  meeting  house 
lot  and  buying  ground.  These  lots  as  laid  out  by  the  com- 
mittee were  not  accepted  by  the  town  till  Jan.  5,1779 .thirteen 
years  later.  The  townnever  built  a  meeting  house,  nor  did 
it  ever  settle  a  minister,  until  it  helped  settle  Rev.  Micaiah 
Porter  at  the  center  of  the  town  in  1804.  Dec.  22,  1769, 
the  town  refused  to  act  on  a  proposition  to  procure  a  min- 
ister of  the  Gospel.  It  was  a  bad  vote  for  the  anniversary 
of  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrims.  The  spirit  of  the  day  and 
of  Plymouth  Rock  was  clearly  not  in  the  ascendant  at 
that  meeting.  The  first  positive  action  of  the  town  looking 
toward  the  employment  of  a  minister  was  on  Sept.  9,  1772, 
when  they  voted  'That  the  town  will  meet  on  the  Sabbath 
Day  at  the  dwelling  house  of  Mr.  Nathaniel  Dean.'  This 
was  near  the  mills  about  a  mile  this  side  of  Plainfield  Plain. 
At  the  same  meeting  Benjamin  Chapman,  Nathaniel  Dean 
and  Francis  Smith  were  chosen  as  a  committee  to  procure 
a  minister.  This  was  more  than  nine  years  after  the  set- 
tlement of  the  town,  and  it  is  pretty  certain  that  up  to 
this  time  there  had  been  little  if  any  preaching  in  town. 
This  long  delay  in  providing  for  the  religious  wants  of 
the  people,  is  in  marked  and  painful  contrast  with  the 
early  introduction  of  the  institutions  of  the  Gospel  in  most 
of  the  surrounding  towns.  Cornish  had  a  settled  minister 
three  years  after  the  settlement  of  the  town,  Claremont 
in  five  or  six  years,  Charlestown  had  a  church  and  a  pas- 
tor a  few  months  after  its  settlement,  Acworth,  in  two  or 
three  years,  Lebanon  had  an  organized  church  in  five 
years,  Hanover  had  a  minister  and  a  place  of  worship  in 
one  year,  Haverhill  had  a  settled  minister  two  years  after 
its  charter  was  obtained. 

Soon  after  the  vote  mentioned  above,  Mr.  Isaac  Smith, 
brother  of  one  of  the  committee,  was  preaching  here,  and 
at  a  town  meeting  called  for  the  purpose,  Dec.  25,  1772, 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  treat  with  Mr.  Smith  con- 
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cerning  a  settlement.  The  following  action  was  taken: — 
'Voted  that  we  will  give  Mr.  Isaac  Smith  thirty-five  pound, 
lawfull  money  for  the  first  year  Salary  and  Rise  as  the 
List  Rises  in  the  town  till  we  Rise  to  Seventy-five  pound 
Lawfull  money  per  year  and  that  to  be  the  Stated  Salary 
Yearly  one  half  to  Be  paid  in  money  and  the  other  half 
to  Be  paid  in  Specie  at  the  money  price.' 

We  may  understand  then  that  the  salary  offered  Mr. 
Smith  was  payable  half  in  money  and  half  in  whatever 
the  people  might  have  to  pay  with,  such  things  to  be 
reckoned  at  their  market  value.  This  call  was  not  accept- 
ed. March  10,  1773,  the  town  voted  to  continue  their 
call  with  an  increase  of  five  pounds  to  the  salary,  the 
'specie'  part  to  be  paid  in  provisions.  It  was  also  'Voted 
to  give  Mr.  Isaac  Smith  forty  pounds,  Lawful  Money  For 
his  Settlement  to  Be  paid  in  Labour,  Materials  for  Build- 
ing or  other  Specie'.  Mr.  Smith  was  not  settled  here, 
he  went  away  and  the  next  year  was  settled  in  Gilman- 
ton,  where  he  remained  as  pastor  till  1817,  when  death 
closed  his  long  pastorate  of  forty-three  years.  A  few 
months  after  the  departure  of  Mr.  Smith  in  August  of 
1773,  Rev.  Abraham  Carpenter  was  settled  as  a  Congrega- 
tional minister  at  the  center  of  the  town,  without  any 
action  of  the  town.  But  although  the  town  did  not  settle 
him  nor  aid  in  his  support,  in  1779  it  voted  to  accept  him  as 
the  minister  of  the  town, so  that  he  secured  thelandset  apart 
for  the  first  settled  minister.  His  preaching  was  mostly 
in  private  houses  or  in  the  open  air. 

In  the  seventh  year  of  his  pastorate  here,  our  church 
was  organized.  Mr.  Carpenter's  services,  though  some- 
what migratory,  were  mostly  at  the  center  of  the  town  or 
beyond  there,  from  three  to  seven  miles  distant  from 
families  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  town,  etc." 
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EXTRACTS  FROM   CHURCH  RECORDS. 

The  first  document  to  be  found  in  the  church  records 
is  a  deed  of  a  burying  ground,  bearing  date  Nov.  7,  1777. 
Then  comes  the  inscription  on  a  faded,  ragged  edged  pieec 
of  yellow  paper:— 

"Plainfield  2  May,  1780.  Then  the  Chh  of  Christ  in 
the  Eastern  part  of  Plainfield  was  gathered  in  the  presence 
of  the  Rev'd  Isaiah  Potter  of  Lebanon.  The  Chh  chose 
Micaiah  Adams  for  their  Moderator  and  Clerk.  Baptisms. 


The  Kimball  Mansion  where  the  Church  was  Gathered  in  J  780. 


Baptised  Ruth  Pool  when  the  church  was  gathered."  As 
one  reads  the  old  records,  he  finds  that  the  great  majority  of 
them  relate  to  cases  of  discipline.  The  "Gospel  Rule"  was 
evidently  applied  very  literally  to  the  relations  of  the 
members  of  the  church.  At  one  time  a  charge  was  made, 
investigated  and  found  false,  against  no  less  a  person  than 
Daniel  Kimball,  founder  of  Kimball  Union  Academy,  and 
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a  large  benefactor  of  the  church.  And  at  least  once  in 
the  history  of  the  church  a  matter  of  dispute  was  referred 
to  a  council  of  neighboring  churches. 

The  following  quotations  from  the  church  records 
will  give  brief  hints  of  the  life  of  the  church: — 

1783,  May  14.  "Voted,  that  all  desiring  to  join  the 
Chh  by  letter  from  other  Chhs  shall  bring  them  into  Chh 
Conferance. 

Voted: — That  all  members  of  the  Chh  shall  sign  the 
confession  of  faith  and  Covenant,  with  their  hands." 

1787,  Mar.  22,  Meeting  of  Chh  at  dwelling  house  of 
Benj.  Kimball.  Experience  Estabrook  mentioned  as  pro- 
spective pastor. 

1793,  Oct.  20,  Meeting  held  in  the  Meeting  House. 
Daniel  Kimball  received  into  membership. 

1787,  Dec.  27.  Voted  that  each  member  contribute 
the  value  of  a  peck  of  wheat  for  the  communion. 

1788.  Eliphalet  Adams  church  chorister. 

1791,  Apr.  10.  Voted  sixpence  apiece  for  coummun- 
ion  wine. 

1792,  May  9,  Experience  Estabrook  dismissed  by  coun- 
cil, but  Aug.  22.  1793,  Voted;  that  Rev.  Experience 
Estabrook  administer  the  ordinances  of  the  Church  oc- 
casionally. 

The  church  records  are  silent  during  the  fruitful  min- 
istry of  Siloam  Short,  but  begin  again  with  1804,  July  3. 
Ordination  and  Installation  of  David  Dickinson. 

1809,  Oct. 3.  Each  member  to  pay  12  cents  for  com- 
munion table. 

181 1,  Mar.  5,  Voted  ninepence  apiece  for  same  purpose, 
(showing  uncertainty  in  the  naming  of  money  values, 
which  continued  far  into  the  present  century.) 

1818,  May  20.  First  mention  of  the  church  meeting 
in  the  Academy  building. 

1819,  Mar.  23.  David  Dickinson  appears  to  have 
been  dismissed  between  this  and  Jan.  25  previous.  'Chose 


28 


Otis  Hutchins  Committee  to  write  to  Andover  the  Insti- 
tution for  a  candidate  preacher  for  three  months." 

1820,  July  8.    Benj.  H.  Person  elected  Deacon. 

1820,  Oct.  23.  "Met  at  Meeting  House  and  examined 
Children."  Oct.  29,  called  Charles  Y.  Chase,  who  evi- 
dently declined,  for  in  April  1821,  the  Church  called  Dana 
Clayes,  who  remained  pastor  till  Nov.  1,  1837. 

1835,  July  11.  ''Voted  after  the  preparatory  lecture, 
that  the  practice  which  has  prevailed  for  years  past  of 
examining  candidates  for  the  Church  on  the  subject  of 
temperance,  be  considered  as  a  standing  rule  in  this 
Church,  and  that  none  be  admitted  to  membership  who 
do  not  abstain  from  vending  or  using  ardent  spirits  as  a 
Drink  or  Luxury." 

1838,  Nov.  24.  Invited  Edward  Cleveland  to  supply 
six  months  or  a  year,  which  he  apparently  did,  though  the 
records  say  nothing  further. 

1839  and  1840.  Two  infants  destined  to  be  closely 
connected  with  our  coming  dedication  were  baptised,  John 
D.  Bryant,  July  7,  1839,  and  Charles  Herbert  Richards  on 
Jan.  12,  1840. 

184O,  Jan.  8.  Daniel  Morrill  and  Cyrus  S.  Richards 
ordained  Deacons.  Rev.  P.  Cook  preached  the  sermon, 
and  Rev.  J.  Woods  offered  the  ordaining  prayer.  Jan.  7, 
Rev.  Amos  Blanchard  installed  pastor. 

1840.  Miss  Lucia  Spaulding,  now  senior  living  mem- 
ber of  the  church,  admitted  to  membership.  As  Madam 
Kimball,  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  church  died 
in  1847,  ^  be  seen  that  the  membership  of  two  peo- 

ple cover  the  119  years  of  life  of  the  church,  with 
seven  years  to  spare. 

1842,  June.  "Voted: — To  establish  Sabbath  schools 
in  Kinsman  district  and  in  East  Plainfield,  and  to  invite 
the  pious  stude?its  to  conduct  them." 

1844,  Oct.  26.  Mention  of  the  Assembly's  Shorter 
Catichism  in  the  "Sabbath  School." 
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1844.  Nov.  30.  Systematic  benevolences  organized, 
the  societies  to  which  offerings  were  made  were  the 
American  Board,  Bible  Society,  Domestic  Missions  and 
American  Tract  Society. 

1846,  Dec.  30.  "Dedication  of  the  ?iew  house,  [turned 
about  and  renovated]  by  solemn  and  appropriate  religious 
services,  with  a  sermon  by  the  pastor." 

1847,  April  3.  Collection  of  Psalms  and  Hymns  pre- 
pared by  the  Connecticut  Association  adopted. 


Rev.  Amos  BlancharcL 

1847,  June  17.  Mrs.  Hannah  Kimball,  last  of  original 
members  of  the  Church,  dies.  "A  patron  of  religion  and 
of  learning  with  many  constitutional  peculiarities,  she  was 
still  in  the  strong  confidence  of  Christian  Charity,  a 
Mother  in  Zion,  and  was  found  waiting  for  the  consola- 
tion of  Israel." 
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1 849,  January,  Remark  by  the  clerk,  Dr.  Cyrus  S. 
Richards.  "Oh  thou  angel  of  the  covenant,  have  mercy 
on  this  withering  vine." 

1857,  July  4th.  New  edition  of  church  covenant, 
and  list  of  all  church  members,  ready  for  the  press. 

1861,  July  6.  Communion  set  given  by  Mrs.  Dorinda 
Freeman.  Voted  to  donate  the  old  set  to  some  poor 
church.  This  set  was  still  in  use  when  the  church  was 
burned  in  1894,  and  was  lost  in  the  fire. 

1865,  Jan.  8.  Quarter  century  discourse  by  the  pas- 
tor, Rev.  Amos  Blanchard,  who  resigned  Sept.  23d  of  the 
same  year,  and  was  dismissed  Oct.  4th. 

1865,  Feb.  21.  B.  R.  Catlin  was  ordained  evangelist 
(not  pastor  of  the  church.) 

1866,  Apr.  18.  Rev.  F.  P.  Woodbury  ordained  and 
installed  pastor,  June  30,  Sabbath  Hymn  Book  adopted 
and  Dr.  Kirk's  Songs, for4Social  and  Public  Worship  adopt- 
ed for  Academy  and  Prayer  Meeting, July  19.  Mr.  Wood- 
bury married  Miss  Abbie  Richards,  daughter  of  Dr.  Cyrus 
Richards. 

1867,  July  16.  Mr.  Woodbury  dismissed,  much  to  the 
regret  of  the  parish,  to  accept  a  larger  and  more  import- 
ant charge  in  Flint,  Michigan.  Later  in  the  year,  Rev. 
Azel  W.  Wild  was  called  to  the  pastorate,  but  declined 
the  call. 

1868,  Jan.  15.  Rev.  E.  E.  P  Abbott  called,  ordained 
and  installed  May  6. 

1871,  Jan.  2.  Last  entry  by  C.  S.  Richards  as  clerk, 
who  had  served  the  church  as  clerk  and  deacon  since  the 
first  of  the  year  1840. 

1872,  April  21.  Mr.  Abbott  resigned,  but  a  council 
of  neighboring  Churches  convened  May  7th,  advised  that 
he  take  a  vacation  of  one  year  continuing,  as  pastor.  On 
May  28,  however  the  Church  looked  towards  a  new  pas- 
tor and  on  Jan.  4,  1873,  called  Rev.  C.  M.  Palmer. 
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1 873,  Mar.  26.  Voted  to  accept  the  resignation  of 
Rev.  E.  E.  P.  Abbott.  A  council  convened  on  Mar.  27, 
dismissed  Mr.  Abbott  and  installed  Mr.  Palmer. 


Rev.  Charles  M.  Palmer. 


1876,  Sept.  2.  The  "New  Creed"  was  adopted,  and 
is  still  in  use.  It  is  a  sufficiently  broad  statement,  using 
Biblical  language  on  all  disputed  points,  and  needs  no 
revision  even  in  the  light  of  newer  scholarship. 

1878,  Feb.  10.  Mr.  Palmer  was  invited  to  take  charge 
of  a  school  for  young  men  in  the  Sandwich  Islands.  After 
mature  consideration  he  decided  not  to  go. 

188 1 ,  July  16.  Resignation  of  Mr.  Palmer.  Dismissed 
July  26.  Farewell  sermon,  Aug.  7.  Nov.  19,  Rev. 
George  F.  Chapin  of  Alstead  called,  but  declined  on  ac- 
count of  insufficient  salary. 
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Rev.  William  Mellen. 

1882,  Jan.  8.  The  church  arranged  with  Rev.  Wm. 
Mellen  to  preach  till  close  of  June.  He  actually  preach- 
ed occasionally  as  late  as  the  following  November. 

1883,  May  17.  Called  Rev.  Benj.  A.  Dean,  who  was 
installed  Sep.  18.  During  this  year  we  find  mention  of  the 
use  of  Songs  of  Christian  Praise,  byDr.  Chas.  H.  Richards, 
the  hymn  book  still  used. 

1884,  July  30.  M.  R.  Gaines  ordained  as  missionary. 
1886,  Jan.  24.    Mr.  Dean  resigned  and  was  dismissed 

July  1st. 

1886,  Oct.  4.  Voted  a  call  to  Mr.  Holmes,  to  supply 
for  the  "school  year."  Afterwards  they  agreed  that  the 
term  of  supply  should  run  through  the  year  1887.  He 
actually  preached  till  Apr.  29,  1888. 

1888,  May  24.  Rev.  George  H.  French  was  called 
as  acting  pastor,  and  began  work  June  3d. 

1892,  April  17,  Mr.  French  resigned. 
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18931  Jan-  IO-     Concluded  arrangements  with  Rev. 
Chas.  F.  Robinson,  who  was  ordained  and  installed  June  6. 
1894,  June  18.    Church  burned. 

SUPPLEMENTARY    NOTES     FROM     RECORDS    OF  PARISH  AND 

SOCIETY. 

1 78 1 .  Sept.  3.  ''Unanimously  chose  Mr.  Nathaniel 
Merrill  for  our  minister.  Offered  him  ,£100  settlement, 
estimated  in  wheat  at  six  shillings  per  bushel,  one  third 
in  money  and  the  remainder  in  grain;  £40  a  year  salary 
first  year,  ^50  the  second,  and  to  rise  ^5  a  year  to  £70, 
there  to  remain,  to  be  paid  }i  in  money  and  f$  in  grain, 
estimated  in  wheat  at  six  shillings  a  bushel;  the  first  year's 
salary  to  be  paid  in  December  1782,  and  after  that  yearly." 
Mr.  Merrill  evidently  did  not  accept  the  call,  for  on  Sept. 
17,  1782,  when  the  meeting  was  held  in  the  meeting  house, 
the  church  voted  "Mr.  Foster  one  pound  12s  per  d. 
estimating  wheat  at  6s  per  bushel,  for  ten  Sabbaths'  preach- 
ing, in  all  ;£i2. 

1783,  Aug.  19.  "Voted  Rev.  Mr.  Peter  Powers  ;£i-4s 
per  Sabbath  for  14  Sabbaths,  being  ;£i6-i6s,  estimating 
wheat  at  6s  per  bushel,  and  Mr.  Daniel  Kimball  9s  per 
week  for  boarding  Mr.  Powers,  amounting  to  ;£6-is  paid 
in  wheat  at  6s  per  bushel  if  paid  within  two  months,  if 
not,  then  in  wheat  at  5s  per  bushel." 

1784,  May  31.  Record  of  an  attempt  to  get  a  pro- 
portion of  the  ministerial  lands  of  the  town,  which  drag- 
ged along  for  years  without  success. 

1785,  Mar.  14.  "Voted  that  thecomittee  apply  to  Mr. 
Thomas  Russell  to  preach  in  this  parish  on  probation  after 
going  his  journey." 

1786,  Aug.  16.  "Voted  that  the  committee  apply  to 
Mr.  Nahum  Sargent  to  preach  in  sd.  Parish  on  Probation 
for  settlement." 
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1786,  Nov.  16.  Did  not  call  Mr.  Sargent,  but  arrang- 
ed for  supply. 

1787,  Mar.  26.  Called  Experience  Estabrook  as 
pastor,  who  was  installed  June  6th.  He  was  to  have  as 
salary  "^45  the  first  year,  and  rise  with  the  list  to  £60, 
and  that  to  be  his  Standing  Salary,  reckoned  in  wheat  at 
5s  per  bushel."    He  was  to  have  ^100  settlement. 

1 791,  May  14.  The  warrant  for  parish  meeting  refers 
to  general  "Dissatisfaction  which  has  taken  place  between 
pastor  and  people."  The  meeting  gave  formal  express- 
to  that  dissatisfaction. 

1791,  June  13.  Four  years  after  his  installation,  the 
parish  voted,  "To  propose  to  pay  the  minister  his  settle- 
ment and  salary  on  condition  of  his  dismission."  Al- 
though they  voted  on  June  27,  to  accept  a  certain  proposi- 
tion of  Mr.  Estabrook's  in  settlement,  it  was  Apr.  9,  1792, 
before  a  council  was  called  to  help  settle  with  him  and  to 
dismiss  him  from  the  pastorate.  The  council  met  May  9, 
and  advised  the  parish  to  pay  Mr.  Estabrook  and  finally 
severed  the  pastoral  relation. 

1799,  April  17.  Rev.  Siloam  Short  engaged  to  supply 
till  June  1st.  Also  applied  to  him  to  preach  on  probation 
for  settlement.  Voted  "That  Philip  Spalding  be  desired 
to  take  the  lead  in  singing  as  a  Quarister  and  to  give  an 
invitation  to  all  that  can  sing  to  assist  in  that  part  of  Pub- 
lic Worship." 

1799,  Aug.  19.  Voted  a  call  to  Siloam  Short,  the  sal- 
ary to  be  $260  a  year.  He  was  ordained  and  installed 
Nov.  7th.  He  died  Sept.  9,  1803,  after  a  most  successful 
ministry,  at  the  early  age  of  32. 

1804,  May  14.  Called  David  Dickinson  at  a  salary  of 
$300.  He  was  ordained  and  installed  July  4,  and  remain- 
ed pastor  till  Jan.  25,  1 8 19. 

1820,  Feb.  17.  The  Meriden  Congregational  Society 
was  formed  in  accordance  with  a  law  of  the  New  Hamp- 
shire legislature  that  had  been  passed  July  1st,  18 19. 
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1821,  April  16.    Voted  a  call  to  Rev.  Dana  Clayes. 

Apr.  23.  A  subscription  paper  having  been  circulat- 
ed, voted  to  offer  Mr.  Clayes  "$500  salary,  including  the 
$150  bequest  by  the  late  Daniel  Kimball,  to  be  paid  in 
specific  articles, such  as  grain, etc.,  if  the  subscribers  choose 
it." 

1837,  June  24.  "The  Parsonage"  first  mentioned  in 
the  records.  On  Oct.  17,  of  the  same  year  Mr.  Clayes  was 
dismissed;  and  although  Rev.  Edward  Cleveland  supplied 
the  pulpitfor  a  year,  it  was  not  till  Nov.  30,  1839,  that  a  call 
was  voted  to  Rev.  Amos  Blanchard  at  "$450  salary  and  the 
use  of  the  parsonage  house."  The  funds  at  this  time 
brought  $212,  and  the  subscription  paper  amounted  to 
$238.  Mr.  Blanchard  was  dismissed  Oct  4,  1865,  and  on 
Mar.  24,  1866,  the  society  called  Rev.  F.  P.  Woodbury,  at 
$1000  salary,  counting  the  parsonage  at  $150  per  annum, 
and  allowing  the  pastor  four  Sabbaths  vacation. 

Mr.  Woodbury  was  dismissed  Apr.  16,  1867,  and  on 
Jan.  15,  1868,  the  society  joined  the  church  in  calling  Rev. 
E.  E.  P.  Abbott  at  $900  and  parsonage  with  a  vacation  of 
four  Sabbaths.  The  parsonage  was  soon  afterward  repaired 
with  some  volunteer  aid. 

1873,  Jan.  8.  Rev.  C.  M.  Palmer  was  called  with  sal- 
ary of  $900  and  parsonage  and  installed  Mar.  27,  1873, 
Mr.  Abbott  being  dismissed  the  same  day  by  the  same 
council.    Mr.  Palmer  remained  pastor  till  July  to,  1881. 

Following  is  a  table  showing  in  compact  form  the 
Ministerial  Statistics  of  the  Church: 

Ordinations. 

1.  As  pastors:  Siloam  Short,  Nov.  7,  1799.  David 
Dickinson,  July  3,  1804.  Dana  Clayes,  July  4,  1821. 
Ephraim  E.  P.  Abbott,  Jan.  15,  1868.  Charles  F.  Robin- 
son, June  6,  1893. 
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2.  As  Deacons:  Daniel  Morrill  and  Cyrus  S.Richards, 
Jan.  8,  1840. 

3.  As  Evangelist:  Benjamin  Rush  Catlin,  Feb.  21, 
1865. 

4.  As  Missionary:  Marshall  R.  Gaines,  July  30,  1884. 
Installations. 

See  item  one  above  under  ordinations,  also: — 
Experience  Estabrook,  June  6,  1787.     Amos  Blan- 

chard,  Jan.  7,  1840.    Frank  P.  Woodbury,  Apr.  18,  1866. 

Charles  M.  Palmer,  May  27,  1873.     Benjamin  A.  Dean, 

Sept.  18,  1883. 

Ministers  who  refused  calls:    Nathaniel  Merrill,  1781. 

Peter  Powers,   1782.     Charles  Y.  Chase,  Oct.  29,  1820. 

Azel  W.  Wild,  1867.    George  F.  Chapin,  Nov.  19,  1881. 

Ministers  with  their  terms  of  service.* 

1.  Experience  Estabrook,  i.  June  6,  1787,  d.  May  7, 
1792,  4  yrs.  1 1  mo. 

2.  Siloam  Short,  0.  and  i.  Nov.  7,  1799,  died  Sept.  9, 
!8o3,  3  yr.  10  mo. 

3.  David  Dickinson,  0.  and  i.  July  4,  1804,  d.  Jan.  25, 
1 8 19,  14  yr.  6.  mo. 

4.  Dana  Clayes,  o.  and  i.  July  4,  1821,  d.  Oct.  17,  1837, 
16  yrs.  3  mo. 

5.  Edward  Cleveland,  stated  supply,  Nov.  24,  1838, 
Nov.  1839,  1  yr. 

6.  Amos  Blanchard,  i.  Jan.  8,  1840,  d.  Oct.  4,  1865, 
25  yr.  10  mo, 

7.  Frank  P.  Woodbury,  i.  Apr.  18,  1866,  d.  Apr.  16, 
1867,  1  yr. 

8.  Ephraim  E.  P.  Abbott,  o.  and  i.  May  6,  1868,  ^. 
Mar.  27,  1873,  4  yr.  10  mo.,  including  11  mo.  absence. 

9.  Charles  M.  Palmer,  i.  Mar.  27,  1873,  d.  July  10, 
1 88 1,  8  yr.  4  mo. 

10.  William  Mellen,  a.  Jan.  8,  1882,  to  Oct.  1882,  10 
mo. 


*0— Ordained;  I— Installed;  D— Dismissed;  A— Acting. 
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11.  Benjamin  A.  Dean,  i.  Sept.  8,  1883,  d.  July  1,  1886, 

2  yr.  9.  mo. 

12.  Henry  M.  Holmes,  a.  Oct.  4,  1886,  to  Apr.  29,  1888, 
1  yr.  7  mo. 

13.  George  H.  French,  a.  June  3,  1888,  to  Apr.  17,  1892, 

3  yr  10  mo. 

14.  Charles  F.  Robinson,  0.  and  i.  June  6,  1893,  6  yr. 
Summary,  14,  pastors,  5  0.  and  i.  5  £  4 

With  Pastors,  95  yrs.  1 1  mo. 

Without  Pastors,  1780-7,  7  yr.  1  mo.;  1792-9,  7  yr.  6 
mo.;  1803-4,  10  mo.;  1819-21,  2  yr.  6  mo.;  1837-38,  I  yr.  1 
mo.;  1839,  2  mo.;  1865-6,  7  mo.;  1867-8,  1  yr.  1  mo.; 
1881-2,  6  mo.;  1882-3,  11  mo.;  1886,  4  mo.;  1888,  3  mo.; 
1892,  7  mo. 

Total,  23  yr.  5  mo. 


HISTORY  OF  CHURCH  BUILDING  AND  REPAIRING  OPERATIONS. 

Following  is  the  covenant  of  1779,  the  first  written 
record  which  pertains  directly  to  this  church. 

A  COVENANT. 

uWe  the  undersigned,  Inhabitants  of  the  towns  of 
Plainfield  and  New  Grantham,  Considering  our  local  sit- 
uation from  any  place  of  Publick  Worship  and  our  own 
contiguous  situation  for  that  purpose  and  having  a  due 
sense  of  ye  great  obligation  all  men  are  under  to  meet  to- 
gether for  Social  Worship,  do  in  a  solemn  manner  coven- 
ant, associate  and  agree  with  each  other  for  the  following 
purposes,  viz:  1st,  That  we  will  be  ready  at  all  times  to 
do  according  to  our  abilities  in  procuring  and  supporting 
the  Gospel  Among  us  according  as  God  has  appointed  in 
his  word. 

2dly,  That  we  will  when  it  shall  be  thought  that  the 
subscribers  are  able,  do  our  proportion  towards  building 
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a  house  for  publick  worship  on  ye  hill  by  Mr.  Benj.  Kim- 
ball's Barn,  as  nigh  where  ye  Barn  now  stands  as  the  Con- 
veniancy  of  the  land  will  admit  of.  And  for  the  further 
confirmation  of  this  our  covenant,  we  all  say  Amen  by 
subscribing  our  names. 

Dated  at  Plainfield  the  aforesd.  this  8th  Day  of  Oct. 
1779. 

Ben  Kimball  and  40  others. 

The  above  is  a  true  Copy  of  the  Covenant  which  gave 
rise  to  the  Society  for  the  Support  of  the  Gospel,  which 
gave  birth  to  ye  Parish  of  Meriden. 

Attest:  Abel  Stevens  Clerk  of  the  Parish  of  Meriden." 

The  first  meeting  of  the  corporation  of  the  Parish  of 
Meriden  was  held  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Ben.  Kimball  on 
Tuesday.  12th  Dec.  1780,  at  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 
This  is  the  first  occurrence  of  the  name  Meriden  in  the 
parish  records. 

On  Mar.  21,  1781.  The  Parish  voted  "To  ratify, 
confirm  and  establish  the  votes  and  proceedings  of  the 
society  for  the  Support  of  the  Gospel,  respecting  ye  Build- 
ing of  a  Meeting  house  and  procuring  ground  to  set  the 
same  on,  which  votes  are  as  follows,  viz:  At  a  meeting 
of  sd  Society  Jan.  13th,  1780,  voted  to  build  a  meeting 
house  30ft. x20  and  9^  feet  between  joints.  At  a  meeting 
of  sd  Society  Apr.  17,  1780,  voted  an  addition  of  6  ft.  in 
length  and  5  in  width  to  the  meeting  house,  to  chuse  a  com- 
mittee of  three  to  procure  1^  A  of  Land  of  Mr.  Ben. 
Kimball  to  set  ye  meeting  house  on, when  Messieurs  Joseph 
Kimball, Nathan  Young  and  John  Stevensjr.,were  chose  for 
that  purpose.  At  an  adjourned  meeting  of  sd  Society 
Apr.  24th  1780,  voted  that  5  ft.  9  in.  of  the  floor  in  the 
front  and  back,  and  55^  ft.  at  each  end  from  ye  walls  of 
the  meeting  house,  be  devided  into  fourteen  Pews,  as 
equally  as  may  be,  (allowing  3  feet  in  each  corner  of  the 
front  for  stairs,  four  feet  in  the  centre  of  the  front  for  a 
door,  and  seven  ft.,  in  the  centre  of  the  back  for  a  Pulpit  ) 
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be  sold  at  vendue  to  ye  highest  bidder  except  one  at  ye 
right  hand  of  the  pulpit  reserved  for  ye  wife  of  the  minis- 
ter and  the  money  arising  from  sd  Sale  laid  out  for  build- 


ing sd  house. 
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Voted,  That  there  be  five  seats  built  in  ye  centre  of 
the  meeting  house,  twenty  feet  long  and  3^  ft.  wide,  and 
that  the  pews  shall  be  numbered  as  they  are  bid  off,  when 
Capt.  Abel  Stevens,  Messieurs  Joseph  Kimball,  and  Nath- 
an Young  were  chose  a  Committee  to  sell  sd  pews  agree- 
able to  ye  above  vote. 
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Voted,  to  choose  a  com.  of  three  to  purchase  a  100 
A  lot  for  ye  use  of  ye  Parish. 

Voted  to  Chuse  a  committee  of  3  to  procure  preach- 
ing for  the  future." 

All  this  was  before  the  gathering  of  the  church  on 
May  2,  1780. 

The  pews  do  not  seem  to  have  been  sold  till  Dec.  25, 

1781,  when  they  brought  ^40-1 5s.  If  "dollar  wheat"  was 
6s  per  bushel,  the  value  of  this  in  our  money  would  be 
about  $135.  The  "Town  Meeting"  at  once  voted  in  detail 
how  this  was  to  be  expended  descending  into  all  the  details 
of  wages  and  allowance  for  those  who  wished  to  work  out 
their  subscriptions.  Men  were  to  have  "3s  per  d,"  oxen  "2 
per  d."  Roof  boards  were  to  bring  ";£i-ios  per  M,"  "Good 
white  pine  boards  fit  for  ceiling,  delivered  at  the  meeting 
house  frame"  were  to  bring  ''^i-i  5s  per  M,"  Plank  deliver- 
ed "£2  per  M."  "Good  Shingles  that  will  lay  five  inches 
delivered,  12s  per  M,"  and  clapboards  same  price  as  roof 
boards. 

Just  when  the  frame  was  hewed  from  logs  and  pre- 
pared for  setting  up,  does  not  appear,  but  on  June  18th, 

1782,  it  was  sufficiently  weatherworn  to  need  repairing. 
The  Parish  on  that  day  "Voted  to  repair  and  set  up  sd 
meeting  house  frame  and  finish  said  house."  On  Sept. 
17th  of  the  same  year  the  house  was  in  such  condition  that 
a  meeting  was  held  there.  The  following  spring  (Mar. 
26,  1783)  and  fall  (Oct.  14,  1783)  the  house  was  evidently 
unfinished  "Voted  a  tax  of  £1$  to  be  laid  out  on  the 
meeting  house  forthwith."  The  warrant  for  the  meet- 
ing implies  that  the  house  was  not  in  such  a  condition 
that  the  winter  services  could  be  held  in  it.  Probably 
clapboards  and  ceiling  boards  were  not  forthcoming  at  the 
price  allowed. 

In  1787,  (Mar.  26)  they  voted  to  repair  the  meeting- 
house, and  two  years  later,  (Mar.  30,  1789)  an  article  in 
the  warrant  was  "To  see  if  the  parish  will  build  a  meeting 
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house."  It  was  not  acted  upon.  Again  in  1790  (Dec.  3) 
and  in  1792  (June  g)  the  question  of  repairing  the  meet- 
ing house  or  building  a  new  one  was  up  before  the  parish, 
but  nothing  was  done.  The  first  meeting  house  was  never 
satisfactory  but  so  much  had  been  invested  in  it  that  the 
proprietors  hesitated  to  start  all  over  again.  It  is  a  signi- 
cant  commentary  on  the  necesity  of  a  church  building  for 
successful  church  work,  that  of  the  23  yrs.  5  mo.  of  va- 
cancy in  the  pastorate  fully  thirteen  years  occurred  while 
the  makeshift  of  those  first  years  was  the  "Meeting  House" 
of  the  parish.  Ministers  there  were  in  plenty,  who  preach- 
ed for  a  few  Sundays  in  pleasant  weather,  but  none  could 
be  found  who  could  do  satisfactory  work  in  a  church  with- 
out a  home.  What  there  was  of  the  old  house,  was  sold 
to  "The  highest  Bider,  and  the  same  was  struck  off  to 
Capt.  John  Stevens  for  $21,  Mar.  22,  1797,  after  the  build- 
ing of  the  new  house.  No  wonder  that  the  Parish  in 
1792,  (June  9.)  had  "Voted  that  the  Baptists  have  equal 
right  in  the  meeting  house  according  to  what  they  pay, 
and  can  supply  the  pulpit  at  any  time  when  it  is  not 
otherwise  occupied."  At  last  on  Oct.  10,  1796,  the 
Parish  "Voted,  to  build  a  meeting  house,  44x54,  lower 
floor  divided  into  36  pews  as  near  equal  as  may  be,  with 
a  porch  at  each  end,  with  six  windows  on  a  side,  and  four 
at  each  end,  as  near  the  old  meeting  house  as  the  land 
will  admit."  The  committee  chosen  were  Daniel  Kimball, 
Esq.,  Capt.  Eliphalet  Adams,  and  Lt.  Wm.  Huntington. 
The  pew  ground  was  to  be  sold  at  vendue,  and  the  pro- 
ceeds laid  out  in  building  the  house  as  soon  as  might  be 
with  convenience. 

The  committee  chosen  was  one  that  acted  with  en- 
ergy and  promptness.  Two  weeks  later,  Oct.  24th,  they 
brought  in  a  new  plan  50x60,  with  "a  Steepel."  On  Nov. 
8,  as  the  result  of  consideration  of  both  plans,  they  "Vot- 
ed to  add  I  ft.  8  in  in  width,  and  3  ft.  8  in.  to  the  length, 
and  divide  the  lower  floor  into  50  pews  according  to  the 
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plan  exhibited."  They  also  voted  not  to  sell  the  two  front 
corner  pews,  and  the  pew  at  left  hand  of  pulpit,  and  to 
sell  the  building  of  the  house  to  the  lowest  bidder. 

Jan.  2,  1797,  the  parish  voted  to  "Build  a  steple  at 
the  west  end  of  sd  House  instead  of  a  Porch,"  and  also  to 
add  2  ft.  to  the  length  of  the  house.  On  this  same  date 
the  following  important  vote  was  passed.  "That  the 
Meeting  House  when  completed  shall  be  equally  free  for 
all  denominations  of  Christians,  as  a  house  of  Publick 
worship,  and  any  proprietor  shall  have  a  right  to  introduce 
a  preacher  of  his  own  denomination  into  the  desk  any 
Sabbath  when  not  supplied  by  the  parish,  provided  he 
does  it  at  his  own  expense,  and  any  proprietor  shall  have 
right  to  introduce  a  preacher  of  his  own  sentiment  on  any 
week  day  unless  taken  up  by  a  previous  appointment." 
This  was  an  attempt  to  unite  Baptists  with  Congregation- 
alists  in  building  the  house.  It  partially  succeeded  but  so 
bitter  were  the  denominational  feelings  of  the  day,  that 
a  syndicate  of  Congregationalists  finally,  in  18 16,  bought 
the  pews  of  all  the  Baptists  who  wished  to  leave  the  gen- 
eral meeting  house,  the  church  became  "The  Congrega- 
tional Church,"  instead  of  "The  Church  of  Christ  in  Meri- 
den,"  and  the  influx  of  students  to  Kimball  Union  Acad- 
emy, then  in  its  early  years,  more  than  filled  up  the  va- 
cancy caused  by  the  schism. 

On  Mar.  22,  1797,  the  Parish  located  the  "South  East 
corner  of  the  Meeting  House  at  a  hemlock  stake  East  of 
Daniel  Kimball's  barn,  and  North  of  the  old  Meeting- 
house, and  to  front  to  the  South." 

Voted  also  "That  Mr.  James  Smith  receive  a  convey- 
ance of  1%  acres  of  Land,  (from  Daniel  Kimball)  to  set 
the  meeting  house  on  and  get  the  same  recorded." 

The  meeting  house,  thus  located,  was  "raised"  about 
July  1st,  for  on  June  27th,  the  parish  voted  "To  raise  $100 
to  make  provision  for  spectators  at  the  raising  of  the 
meeting  house,"  also  "That  if  the  money  be  not  sufficient 
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for  building  the  Parish  will  indemnify  the  committee/' 
The  meeting  house  was  completed  in  about  a  year,  at  a 
cost  of  $4,400,  and  a  fine  new  bell  was  hung  in  the  "steple." 
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Interior  Arrangement  of  the  Second  Building,  Raised  in  July,  J 797. 

(From  Parish  Records.) 

On  Oct.  1st,  1798,  the  Parish  chose  a  supply  committee, 
and  on  Mar.  25,  1799,  they  "Voted  that  the  bell  be  rung  at 
12  in  the  forenoon  and  at  9  in  the  evening  from  the  first 
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of  April  to  the  first  of  October  on  week  days,  and  on  Sun- 
days twice  for  morning  and  once  for  afternoon  exercises, 
and  the  other  part  of  the  year  at  eight  in  the  morning  and 
nine  in  the  evening."  For  many  years  the  bell,  (recast  in 
1 8 1 3 )  was  rung  by  a  special  committee  annually  chosen 
for  that  purpose.  It  was  the  first  bell  in  this  region,  and 
the  people  for  miles  around  called  it  the  Meriden  Idol. 
It  is  said  the  people  would  flock  to  the  doors  when  the 
time  came  for  the  bell  to  be  rung,  that  they  might  catch 
every  note. 

The  meeting  house  stood  unchanged  for  49  years.  Its 
interior  had  the  old  fashioned  box  pews,  with  seats  which 
lifted  up  against  the  sides  while  the  people  stood  at  pray- 
er; a  gallery  around  three  sides,  West,  South  and  East, 
while  on  the  North  side  stood  the  high  pulpit  with  great 
sounding  board. 

In  1846,  the  building  was  stripped,  the  frame  turned 
around  so  that  the  length  ran  North  and  South,  instead  of 
East  and  West,  with  the  belfry  at  the  South  end.  It  had 
new  covering  of  boards,  clapboards  and  shingles,  and  was 
newly  fitted  up  inside.  The  pews  now  became  "slips," 
though  the  doors  were  retained,  and  a  small  gallery  only 
was  left  at  the  South  end,  and  the  pulpit  much  lowered 
and  without  a  sounding  board  was  at  the  north  end.  It 
was  dedicated  with  solemn  and  appropriate  services  and 
a  sermon  by  the  pastor,  Dec.  31,  1846.  Beneath  this  main 
floor  was  fitted  up  a  large  room,  which  in  consideration 
of  $700  the  building  committee  was  authorized  to  convey  to 
the  town  for  use  as  a  hall.  After  a  vain  attempt  to  regulate 
the  character  of  gatherings  which  should  be  allowed  there, 
it  was  left  to  the  entire  discretion  of  the  town  on  all  oc- 
casions, Sundays  excepted.  kTt  being  understood  that 
the  Cong'l  Society  claims  no  right  whatever  to  the  use  of 
said  Hall."  This  attempt  to  help  out  in  the  expense  of 
repairs,  which  was  nearly  $3000,  led  to  an  unpleasant  sit- 
uation, when  the  town  hall  was  let  for  dances,  etc.,  and  in 
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1894.  after  the  fire,  the  church  bought  out  the  right  of  the 
town  for  the  sum  of  $25. 


The  Church,  1874-90.    (Spire  Burned,  1890.) 


Ordinary  repairs  such  as  shingling  and  painting  were 
required  at  intervals,  and  in  1873-4,  the  old  belfry  was  re- 
placed by  a  stronger  structure,  at  a  cost  of  $2730.  In 
1887,  the  roof  was  slated  and  the  interior  kalsomined. 

In  March,  1890,  during  the  fire  at  the  Meriden  House, 
the  spire  caught  from  a  spark,  and  was  burned  down 
to  the  bell  deck,  melting  down  the  bell,  which  for  87  years 
had  been  calling  to  worship.  The  spire  was  at  once  re- 
built, and  a  new  bell  hung,  the  gift  of  Alvah  and  Mary 
Chellis. 

Such  was  the  building  which,  with  its  contents  and 
historical  associations  became  the  plaything  of  electric 
forces  in  June  1894.  On  Saturday,  June  16.,  at  5.30  P.  M., 
it  was  struck  by  lightning  and  slightly  damaged.  The 
congregation  worshipped  there  the  next  day, and  the  Pastor 
thanked  God  that  the  historic  building  had  been  spared. 
The  next  day,  Monday,  June  1 8th,  at  12.15  P-  M.,  a  start- 
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ling  peal  of  thunder  was  heard,  and  the  flying  footsteps 
of  Irving  French  were  heard  in  the  streets,  as  he  warned 
the  people  that  the  church  was  on  fire.     Nothing  could 


The  Church,  J890-'94.    (Burned,  June,  1890.) 

be  done,  except  to  protect  surrounding  buildings.  The 
town  fortunately  saved  its  new  library  and  its  records 
from  the  basement.  But  everything  that  belonged  to  the 
church, — organ,  hymn-books,  communion  set,  Sabbath- 
school  library,  went  up  in  the  flames. 

The  last  five  years  have  been  spent  in  the  Academy 
while  our  committee,  consisting  at  first  of  Edwin  R.  Miller 
John  T.  Duncan,  James  S.  Wood,  and  Ozro  V.  Eastman, 
and  afterwards  changed  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Wood 
and  the  election  of  Principal  Wm.  H.  Cummings  to  his 
place,  has  been  earnestly  endeavoring  to  rebuild.  Hind- 
ered at  first  by  the  entangling  claims  of  the  town;  then 
by  the  duplicity  of  an  unscrupulous  architect,  later  still  by 
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an  endeavor  to  see  the  way  clear  to  accept  the  generous 
offer  which  Mr.  John  D.  Bryant  made  on  condition  that 
the  church  be  of  stone;  the  work  was  at  last  begun  on  July 
20, 1897, deserted  by  a  most  unfortunately  chosen  contractor 


Laying  the  Corner  Stone,  Oct.  2,  J  897. 


the  following  February;  taken  up  by  Mr.  George  H.  Ful- 
ler in  July,  1898,  and  now  stands  finished,  and  through  the 
efforts  of  our  kind  friends  and  ourselves,  a  beautiful  home 
is  furnished  ready  for  occupancy.  In  it  Mr.  Stephenson 
has  given  us  a  church  of  great  beauty,  simplicity  and  taste, 
well  adapted  for  our  uses,  and  at  a  surprisingly  small  cost. 

As  we  approach  the  more  formal  services  of  dedica- 
tion next  Tuesday,  it  will  be  helpful  for  us  to  remind  our- 
selves that  as  our  Father's  God  led  them  to  lay  such  strong 
and  sure  foundations  for  the  work  of  the  church  here,  so 
he  has  led  us  through  many  difficulties  and  perplexing 
situations  into  a  time  of  thanksgiving,  hope,  and  opportun- 
ity. 


The  Parsonage, 

(Home  of  the  Pastors  since  1835.) 


APPENDIX. 


t.  BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES  OF  THE  PASTORS  OF 
THE  CHURCH. 

1.  Experience  Estabrook,  inst.  June  6,  1787,  dis.  May  9,  1792. 
Born  in  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  in  1754-5,  he  graduated  at  Dartmouth  Col- 
lege in  1776,  and  was  ordained  in  Thornton,  Aug.  23,  1780.  He  was 
dismissed  from  that  church  Oct.  18,  1787,  after  his  installation  at 
Meriden  in  June.  He  died  at  Bath,  in  Feb.,  1799.  He  married 
Jedidah  Willey. 

2.  Siloam  Stevens  Short,  ord.  and  inst.  Nov.  7,  1799,  died 
Sept.  29,  1803.  Born  in  Hartland,  Vt.,  March  18,  1772,  he  was  the  son 
of  Daniel  Short.  His  mother  was  a  sister  of  the  late  Benjamin 
Stevens  of  Plainfleld.  At  ten  years  of  age  he  was  taken  to  his  grand- 
parents at  South  Killingly,  Conn.,  with  whom  he  lived  till  1799.  He 
was  educated  in  the  Academy  at  Westford,  Conn.,  and  studied  theol- 
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ogy  under  Dr.  Benton.  While  pastor  at  Meriden,  he  married  Dorcas 
Faxon  of  Newport,  N.  H.  They  had  one  daughter,  Rhoda.  His  early 
death  was  much  lamented  in  Meriden,  as  he  had  in  his  short  pastorate 
endeared  himself  to  his  people,  probably  as  no  other  pastor  of  the 
church  has  done. 

3.  David  Dickinson,  ord.  and  inst.  July  4,  1804,  dis.  Tune  25, 

1819.  He  was  born  in  Conway,  Mass.,  July  22,  1770,  and  died  Jan.  1st, 
1857.  It  appears  that  he  was  not  a  graduate  of  any  college,  and  his 
pastorate  began  before  the  days  of  Theological  Seminaries  in  this 
country.  Details  of  his  life  are  lacking,  except  his  traditional  interest 
in  good  horses. 

4.  Dana  Clayes,  ord.  and  inst.  July  4,  1821,  dis.  Oct.  17,  1837. 
He  was  born  in  Framingham,  Mass.,  Oct.  3,  1792,  graduated  at  Mid- 
dleburv  College  in  181 5,  and  at  Andover  Theological  Seminary  in 

1820.  After  leaving  Meriden,  he  removed  to  Portland,  Me.,  where  he 
took  charge  of  the  Seaman's  Bethel.  After  many  years  of  work  there, 
he  retired  from  the  active  work  of  the  ministry,  residing  in  Wake- 
field, Mass.,  where  he  died  Oct.  30,  1877.  He  married  in  1820,  Re- 
becca Sweetser.  They  had  the  following  children,  all  born  in  Meri- 
den: Edwin  D.,  Ellen  A.,  Frances  S.,  Octavia  L.,  Mary  E.,  and 
George. 

5.  Edward  Cleveland,  stated  supply,  from  Nov.  24,  1838, 
about  one  year.  He  was  born  in  Shipton,  P.  Q.,  Dec.  9,  1804,  and 
graduated  at  Yale  in  1832.  and  at  Yale  Theological  Seminary  in  1835. 
He  was  ordained  at  Rochester,  N.  H.,  Jan.  11,  1837,  and  was  dismiss- 
ed Oct.  31st  of  the  same  year.  He  was  pastor  in  Bath,  N.  H.,  from 
July  31,  1844,  to  Oct.  16,  1849.  The  Congregational  Quarterly  gives 
his  whereabouts  as  follows:  1861,  Richmond,  C.  E.;  1862,  Polk  City, 
lo.;  1863,  Wilton  Jet.,  Io.;  1868,  Lawrence,  Mich.,  and  there  till 
1872,  although  he  was  not  in  charge  of  this  church  there.  He  died 
Sept.  20,  1886. 

6.  Amos  Blanchard,  inst.  Jan.  8,  1840,  dis.  Oct.  4,  1865.  He 
was  born  in  Peacham,  Vt ,  Sept.  8,  1800,  a  farmer's  son.  At  seventeen 
he  begun  to  learn  the  printer's  trade  in  which  he  continued  5  years. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-two  he  began  study  in  the  Academy  at  Peach- 
am  and  continued  at  Montpelier.  Without  taking  a  college  course 
he  graduated  at  Andover  Theological  Seminary  in  1828.  For  about 
a  year  he  was  agent  in  western  New  York  for  the  American  Tract 
Society,  and  then  removed  to  Cincinnatti.  where  for  three  years  he 
edited  the  Cincinnatti  Christian  Journal.  While  editing  this  paper, 
he  was  ordained  to  the  Presbyterian  ministry  July  27,  1831.  Dec.  9, 
1832,  he  was  installed  pastor  of  the  church  in  Lyndon,  Vt.  In  the 
winter  of  1835  he  was  dismissed  and  became  acting  pastor  at  Cabot- 
ville,  Mass.  In  February,  1837,  he  was  installed  pastor  at  Warner, 
and  was  dismissed  Dec.  10,  1839.  After  leaving  Meriden  he  resided 
in  Barnet,  Vt.,  where  he  died  after  a  sickness  of  only  a  few  hours, 
Jan.  6,  1869.  He  married  Aug.  2,  1829,  Mary  Bullock  of  Barre.  Vt 
He  published  five  sermons  including  three  preached  while  at  Meriden. 

7.  Frank  P.  Woodbury,  inst.  April  18,  1866,  dis.  July  25,  1837. 
He  was  born  in  Jackson,  Mich.,  March  18, 1839,  graduated  at  Williams 
College  in  i86r,  and  at  Andover  Theological  Seminary  in  1864.  He 
was  ordained  to  the  ministry  in  Olivet,  Mich.,  Jan.  11,  1865.  From 
there  he  came  to  Meriden,  where  his  pastorate  of  one  year  was  one  of 
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the  most  successful  in  the  history  of  the  church.  From  Meriden  he 
went  in  1867  to  Flint,  Mich.  From  Flint  he  was  called  in  1870  to 
Rockford,  111.,  where  he  remained  as  pastor  of  the  Second  Church  for 
eighteen  years.  After  a  pastorate  of  two  years  in  the  Park  Ave. 
Congregational  church  at  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  he  was  called  to  the 
secretaryship  of  the  A.  M.  A.  in  New  York  in  1890,  where  he  still  re- 
mains. He  received  the  degree  of  D.  D.  from'  Illinois  College.  He 
married,  July  18,  1866,  Miss  Abbie  Richards,  daughter  of  Dr.  Cyrus 
Richards,  principal  of  K.  U.  A.  Their  children:  Claire,  (m.  July  18, 
1894,  at  Meriden,  N.  H.,  Wm.  Holbrook  of  Minneapolis,  and  died 
March  23,  1897,  after  giving  birth  to  a  daughter,)  Alice,  Abbie,  Mary 
and  Margaret. 

8.  Ephraim  E.  P.  Abbott,  ord.  andinst.  May  6, 1868,  dis.  March 
27.  1873.  Born  in  Concord,  N.  H.,  Sept.  20,  1841.  He  studied  in  the 
Manchester  High  School  and  graduated  from  Dartmouth  College  in 
1863,  and  from  Andover  Theological  Seminary  in  1867,  having  taken 
his  first  two  years  in  Union  Seminary.  He  studied  in  Germany  1872- 
3,  and  became  pastor  at  Newport,  N.  H.,  in  1874.  (inst.  March  24, 
1875).  He  was  dismissed  from  Newport,  March  [.  1884,  and  became 
acting  pastor  at  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  (1884-8).  He  was  was  pastor  at 
Sierra  Madre,  Cal.,  1888-97  and  since  then  has  been  pastor  at  Chula 
Vista,  Cal.  He  married  June  23,  1868,  Caroline,  daughter  of  Alex- 
ander and  Elizabeth  (Stark)  Harvey  of  Mclndoes  Falls,  Vt. 

9.  Charles  M.  Palmer,  inst.  March  27,  1873,  dis.  July  26,  1 881. 
He  was  born  in  Orford,  N.  H.,  Jan.  16,  1837,  graduated  at  K.  U.  A.  in 
1858,  Dartmouth  1862,  Andover  Theological  Seminary  1867,  having 
taken  his  first  two  years  at  Union  Seminary.  He  became  acting  pas- 
tor at  Harrisville  at  once  on  graduation,  and  was  ordained  and  in- 
stalled Dec.  8,  1868.  He  was  dismissed  March  20,  187 r ,  and  became 
acting  pastor  at  Cornish,  until  March,  1873,  when  he  came  to  Meriden. 
While  here  he  became  a  trustee  of  K.  U.  A.,  an  office  which  he  held 
till  his  death.  His  colleagues  on  that  board  afterwards  elected  him 
their  vice-president,  and  he  was  more  lately  elected  president  of  the 
Alumni  Association.  He  was  acting  pastor  at  Saratoga,  Cal.,  1881-2, 
pastor  at  Westminster,  Mass.,  1883-91,  Sharon,  Vt.,  1893-6,  and  Stod- 
dard, N.  H.,  1897  till  his  death  there  Sept.  4,  1899.  He  married,  Aug. 
26,  1868,  Marion  Powers  of  Cornish  (K.  U.  A.  '59).  During  the  last 
nine  years  of  his  life  he  suffered  much  inconvenience  from  a  partial 
loss  of  vision,  yet  he  was  able  with  the  help  of  his  wife,  to  carry  on 
his  work  up  to  a  few  months  before  his  death. 

10.  Rev.  William  Mellen,  acting  pastor  from  Jan.  1,  1882,  to 
Aug.  31,  1882.  He  was  born  in  Temple,  N.  H.,  Feb.  17,  1817.  At  the 
age  of  sixteen  he  became  a  Christian  and  ever  after  took  a  deep  in- 
terest in  missionary  work.  In  1837,  when  only  twenty  years  of  age, 
his  uncle  sent  him  to  Quincy,  111.,  on  business,  the  journey  with  a 
team  requiring  six  weeks  traveling.  When  his  business  was  finished 
he  entered  the  "Mission  Institute,"  a  school  founded  by  Dr.  Nelson. 
While  there,  being  greatly  interested  in  the  anti-slavery  cause,  he 
helped  many  slaves  to  Canada.  He  decided  to  go  to  Africa  as  a 
missionary.  He  took  a  theological  course  at  the  Divinity  School  in 
New  Haven,  Conn.,  graduating  in  1849,  was  ordained  (July  20)  and 
in  1850  was  commissioned  by  the  American  Board  as  a  missionary  to 
the  Zulu  mission  in  South  Africa.    There  he  labored  for  nearly  twenty- 
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five  years  without  a  vacation,  occupying  four  different  stations  and  be- 
coming thoroughly  familiar  with  the  Zulu  language.  He  retained  a 
deep  interest  to  the  last  in  the  field  in  which  he  labored,  and  when  in 
his  last  hours  his  mind  wandered,  he  was  back  among  the  people  he 
loved  so  well.  In  1875  ne  returned  to  America  and  for  ten  years 
preached  and  lectured  on  the  evangelization  and  civilization  of  Afri- 
ca, in  every  northern  and  western  state  from  Maine  to  California 
and  Texas,  and  spoke  in  over  1000  churches  and  addressed  600  Sab- 
bath Schools.  Before  going  to  Africa  he  married,  June  21,  185 1 , 
Laurana  Fairbanks  of  Oakham,  Mass.  They  were  the  parents  of 
nine  children,  six  of  whom  survive  him,  two  as  missionaries  to  Africa. 
He  died  in  Oberlin,  O.,  Feb.  12,  1892. 

11.  Benj.  A.  Dean,  inst.  Sept.  18,  1883,  dis  July  1,  1886.  Born 
at  Shrewsbury,  Mass.,  Nov.  4,  1838,  he  graduated  at  P.  A.,  Andover, 
1858,  Amherst  1862,  studied  at  Princeton  Theological  Seminary  two 
years,  and  graduated  at  Union  Theological  Seminary  1865,  then  took 
a  post  graduate  year  at  Andover.  He  was  ordained  at  Shrewsbury, 
Mass.,  July  20,  1866.  and  became  acting  pastor  at  Zembrota,  Minn., 
1866 -7;  Monticello,  Minn.,  1867-9;  Gainesville,  la.,  1869-71 ;  Sibley,  la., 
1872-8;  Clarkesville,  Neb.,  1878-9;  Exeter,  Neb.,  1879-83;  pastor 
Meriden,  N.  H.,  1883-6;  acting  pastor  Nelson  and  Harrisville,  1886-8; 
Brentwood,  1888-91;  Union  Congregational  Church,  Medford,  Mass., 
1891-5;  Colebrook,  Ct.,  since  1895.  Married  at  Woodstock,  Ct.,  Sept. 
2,  1867,  Ellen  Pleroma  Palmer,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Eleanor 
(Howard)  Palmer,  who  was  born  at  Walpole,  Mass.,  Feb.  17,  1839, 
and  died  at  Colebrook,  Ct.,  Feb.  27,  1899.  Their  children:  Rosa,  b. 
May  9,  1868,  (K.  U.  A.  '86,  Wellesley  90.)  m.  Sept.  25,  1895,  J.  B.  Hann 
of  Howard,  So.  Dak.  (dau.  Anna,  b.  Sept.  4,  1899);  Florence,  b.  July 
20,  1869.  (Wellesley  91)  m.  Aug.  5,  1887,  Col.  H.  P.  Spaulding,  Spring- 
ville,  N.  Y.;  Austin  Phelps,b.  Nov.  13,  1870,  (P.  E.  A.  '87,  Harvard 
'99,  now  in  Union  Theo.  Sem.);  Philip  Redfield,  b.  March  22,  1875, 
(P.  E.A. '92,  Harvard '96.  teacher  Boys  High  School,  N.  Y.  City); 
Horace  Bruce,  b.  Nov.  18,  1876,  (Harvard  '99,  teacher  High  School, 
Evansville,  Ind.) 

He  has  published  "Outward  Structure  of  the  New  Testament" 
1875,  "Bible  Temperance  Catechism"  1881,  "Youth's  Bible  Catechism" 
1882,  "Annals  of  the  Brentwood,  N.  H.,  Congregational  Church  and 
Parish"  1889,  and  two  articles  in  the  New  England  Historical  and 
Genealogical  Register,  viz.  "The  Friends  in  Brentwood,  N.  H.,"  July 
1892,  and  "The  Younger  President  Edwards,  after  Lexington.  1775" 
July  1899. 

12.  Henry  M.  Holmes,  acting  pastor  from  Dec.  1,  1886  to 
April  30,  1888.  He  was  born  in  Boston,  Mass.,  Dec.  13,  1832,  and 
graduated  at  Amherst  in  i860,  and  at  Andover  Theological  Seminary 
in  1864.  He  was  ordained  at  Lunenburg,  Vt.,  May  10,  1866,  where  he 
remained  about  two  years.  He  was  installed  pastor  at  Benson,  Vt., 
June  28,  1870,  where  he  remained  for  several  years.  Other  pastorates 
were  in  Ayer,  Mass.,  and  Rye,  N.  H.  He  is  now  residing  in  Province- 
town,  Mass. 

13.  George  H.  French,  acting  pastor  from  June  1,  1888  to 
June  30,  1892.  He  was  born  in  Candia,  July  27,  1838,  studied  at 
Philips  Andover  Academy,  and  graduated  from  Dartmouth  in  1863. 
Graduating  from  Andover  Seminary  in  1868,  he  became  acting  pastor 
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at  Auburn,  Mass.,  for  a  year,  and  afterwards  for  two  years  studied  as 
a  resident  licentiate  at  Andover.  He  was  ordained  and  installed 
pastor  at  Johnson,  Vt.,  Nov.  8,  1871,  remaining  till  1877.  He  then 
became  acting  pastor  at  Ludlow,  Vt.,  1878-80;  Charlestown,  N.  H., 
1881-8;  Meriden(as  above)  and  Westmoreland  (Park  Hill)  1894,  where 
he  is  at  present  engaged  in  a  highly  successful  pastorate.  As  a 
trustee  of  K.  U.  A.,  he  has  rendered  valuable  service  in  the  erection 
of  new  buildings.  He  married,  Sept.  28,  1871,  Fannie  Ella,  daughter 
of  Wm.  and  Nancy  (Wood)  Kilburn,  at  Worcester,  Mass.  Their 
three  sons  are  Warren  Kilburn,  (Dartmouth  '94,  M.  D.)  Irving  Joseph 
and  George  Fianklin,(both  Dartmouth,  1901.) 

14.  Charles  F.  Robinson,  ord.  and  inst.  June  6,  1893.  He 
was  born  in  Meredith,  (near  No.  Sanbornton)  July  7,  1866,  third  son  of 
Joseph  Wadleigh,  and  Frances  (Weld)  Robinson.  He  graduated  at 
New  Hampton  Institution  in  1885,  at  Dartmouth  College  in  1890,  and 
at  Andover  Theological  Seminary  in  1893.  He  was  engaged  to  sup- 
ply the  Meriden  Church  in  January,  1893,  and  has  since  remained  its 
pastor.  He  married,  Sept.  20,  1891,  Florence  E.,  daughter  of  Alex- 
ander Bullions  and  Julia  (Laughlin)  Pringle,  a  native  of  Ryegate,  Vt. 
Their  son,  Hugh  Laughlin,  was  born  March  23,  1897. 


II.     LIST  OF  CONTRIBUTORS  TO  THE  NEW  BUILDING, 
1 894- '99. 

Mrs.  L.  C.  Barrows,  Alvah  B.  Chellis,  Mrs.  Electa  H.  Chellis,  Miss 
Ellen  A.  Clayes,  Prin.  Wm.  H.  Cummings,  James  P.  Cuddy,  John  T. 
Duncan,  Ozro  V.  Eastman,  Almon  W.  French,  Miss  Nellie  M.  Frost, 
Mrs.  H.  G.  Harlow,  Mr.  Hirtle,  (  K.  U.  A. ),  F.  C.  Johnson,  Edwin  R. 
Miller,  Miss  Etta  F.  Morse,  Ralston  H.  Penniman,  Benj.  F.  and 
John  Porter,  Rev.  C.  F.  Robinson,  Dr.  Hubert  Sleeper,  Arthur  F. 
Spaulding,  Miss  Alice  M.  Stearns,  Roy  Stratton,  Wm,  C.  True, 
(estate)  Miss  Laura  Urquhart,  (  K.  U.  A.  ),  James  S.  Wood,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wm.  P.  Wood,  Charles  T.  Woodbury  and  Miss  Mary  N.Young, 
all  of  Meriden;— Congregational  Churches  at  Upper  Bartlett,  Ben- 
nington, Croydon,  Hanover,  (Dartmouth  College),  Manchester,(First), 
and  Ravmond; — Bible  Class  of  Young  Men  in  South  Church,  Con- 
cord:— H.  W.  B.  Arnold,  Hopedale,  Mass.,  O.  W.  Baldwin,  Lebanon, 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Nathan  Barrows,  Winter  Park,  Fla.,  Samuel  Bean,  Leb- 
anon, Mrs,  Frederick  Billings,  Woodstock,  Vt.,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harri- 
son Brown,  Lincoln,  Neb.,  Miss  Ellen  R.  Brown,  Hopkinton,  Miss 
Malvina  Brown,  Hopkinton,  John  D.  Bryant,  Esq.,  Boston,  Miss 
Annie  Chalmers,  No.  Danville,  Vt„  Chas.  P.  Chase.  Hanover,  Rev. 
L.  H.  Cobb,  D.  D.,  New  York  City,  Merritt  F.  Colby,  Claremont,  A, 
B.  Cook,  Libertyville,  111.,  Miss  Florence  Currier',  Hanover,  Mrs. 
Hannah  A.  Cutting,  Newport,  F.  W.  Davidson,  Hanover,  Robert  H. 
Duncan,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Miss  Mary  A.  Freeman,  Waverly,  Mass., 
"A  Friend,"  Enfield,  "A  Friend,"  Hanover,  E.  P.  Gallup,  Lebanon, 
Rev.  Samuel  L.  Gerould,  D.  D.,  Hollis,  N.  H.,  Rev.  H.  A.  Hazen,  D. 
D.,  Auburndale,  Mass.,  Mrs.  Dorinda  Penniman  Heywood,  Indianapo- 
lis, Fred  G.  Hinckley,  West  Lebanon,  Prof.  C.  H.  Hitchcock,  Hanover, 
Rev.  S.  P.  Leeds,  D.  D.,  Hanover,  George  H.  Moses,  Concord,  Mrs. 
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L.  D.  Needham,  Claremont,  Edith  Burr  Palmer,  New  Haven,  Conn., 
Mrs.  Edward  N.  Pearson,  Concord,  Hon.  S.  E.  Pingree,  Hartford, 
Vt.,  Horace  C.  Pease,  Hartford,  Vt.,  Samuel  L.  Powers,  Esq.,  Boston, 
Rev.  Charles  H.  Richards,  D.  D.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,   Hon.  Dexter 
Richards,  Newport,  The  Dexter  Richards  Estate,   Richardson  & 
Emerson,  Lebanon,  Wm.  E.  Rockwood,  New  York  City,  George  S. 
Rogers,  Lebanon,  Mrs.  S.  P.  Rossiter,  Claremont,   Mrs.  Julia  H.  Ry- 
erson,  Montclair,  N.  J.,   Miss  Florence  A.  Smith,  Vinevard  Haven, 
Mass.,   Hon.  John  B.  Smith,  Hillsboro  Bridge,   Dr.  Wm.  T.  Smith, 
L.  L.  D.,  Hanover,  Eugene  Tappan,  Esq.,  Winchester,  Mass.,  "Thank 
Offering,"  Lisbon,  N.  H.,  through  the  N.  H.  Home  Missionary  Socie- 
ty, Wm.  F.  Thayer,  Concord,   WT.  D.  Thompson,  Concord,  John  C. 
Thorne,  Concord,  Rev.  W.  J.  Tucker,  D.  D.  L.  L.  D.,  Hanover,  W. 
Q.  Wales,  Dorchester,  Mass.,  Mrs.  Anna  E.  Wardner,  Windsor,  Vt., 
Mrs.  Arabella  Johnson  Warren,  Green  Cove  Springs,  Fla.,  Frederick 
E.  Weber  (estate),  Boston,   Miss  Elvira  Weld,  Newton,  Mass.,  Mrs. 
A.  A.  Westcott,  Hopedale,  Mass.,  Hon.  Charles  H.  Wood,  Minneap- 
olis,  Minn.,  Miss  Florence  Woodruff,   Winsted,    Conn.: — and  the 
following  givers  of  special  donations  in  completion  and  furnishing: — 
New  Hampshire  Bible  Society,  parallel  pronouncing  Bible  for  pul- 
pit; John  D.  Bryant,  finishing  room  in  second  story,  and  grading 
the  ground  around  the  church;  children  of  John  and  Mary  A.  Bry- 
ant, and  Miss  Ellen  A.  Clayes,  memorial  window;  Mrs.  John  D.  Bry- 
ant, and  Miss  Ellen  A.  Clayes,  Sunday  school  library;  class  of  1893, 
K.  U.  A.,  memorial  window  to  Agnes  Ruth  Mitchell;  class  of  94,  K. 
U.   A.,   lanterns  for   porches;    Congregational   Church,  Lebanon, 
chandeliers  and  bracket  lamps;  A.  B.  Cook  and  John   D.  Bryant 
making  roads  near  church;  Mrs.  Wm.  Forbush,  Chicago,  and  others, 
baptismal  font,  memorial  to  the  late  Henry  W.  Safford,  Esq.,  Que- 
chee,  Vt.    Miss  Mary  Freeman  and  Mrs.  Arthur  F.  Spaulding,  Cal- 
endar Fund,  communion   table,  eight  hanging  lamps,  furnishing  of 
the  pastor's  room,  cabinet  and  chair  for  choir  room;  Mr.  B.  C.  Kings- 
bury, Spokane,  Wash.,  furnishing  of  ladies'   parlor  and  lightning 
rods;  Ladies'  Furnishing    Fund,    carpets,  rugs  and  chairs;  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  C.  M.  Palmer,  Stoddard,  pulpit  lamp;  Miss  Dora  T.  Penni- 
man  and  Miss  Mary  E.  Penniman,  Hartland,  Vt.,  altar  lamps;  Rev. 
Chas.  H.  Richards,  D.  D.,  20  copies  of  "Songs  of  Christian  Praise"; 
Family  of  Cyrus  Richards,  L.  L.  D.,  memorial  window.     The  fur- 
naces were  purchased  by  a  fund  raised  by  the  Christian  Endeavor 
Society  of  Kimball  Union  Academy,  in  honor  of  Rev.  Francis  E. 
Clark,  D.  D.,  K.  U  A.,   '69.    The  following  endeavor  societies  and 
individuals  contributed  to  this  fund: — Endeavor  Societies  at  Barnet, 
Vt.,  Bennington,  Bristol.  Candia,  Concord  (North),  Deerfield  Centre, 
East  Sullivan,  Enfield,  Franklin,  Gorham,  Hanover,  Hartford,  Vt., 
Hillsboro'  Centre,  Jaffrey.,  Kimball  Union  Academy,  Newport,  New- 
fane,  Vt.,  Pennacook,  Quechee,  Vt.,  Raymond,  Reed's  Ferry,  Short 
Falls,  Swanzey,  Thetford,  Vt.,  West  Hartford,  Vt.,  (Jericho  Branch,) 
West  Lebanon,  Woodstock,  Vt.,  (Christian,)  Miss  Ella  M.  Hazen,  Mr. 
Ephraim  Morris,  Hartford,  Vt.,  Young  Ladies'  Missionary  Society, 
South  Church,  Concord. 


ERRATA. 

P.  30,  line  18,  near  end,  ,  after  Jul)'  19,  not  . 

P.  42,  line  16,  insert  "  after  $21. 

P.  45,  line  5,  read  1803,  not  1813. 

P.  47,  title  of  picture,  June,  1894,  not  1890. 

P.  50,  line  1,  read  Dr.  Burton,  not  Benton. 

P.  5,4.  line  7,  read  Mrs.  G.  P.  Rossiter,  not  Mrs.  S.  P. 


